





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






33D Concness, 21 2p Session. 








the operation of this act. 
— tna lonealeas of said lands shal ; 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office is hereby 
authorized and required to issue patents to said Alden and 
Eddy, thei¢ heirs or assigns, on a $ 
vided, That in the event a rai to 1 
be cenit be Keluod, (ea aet of ae Som before said 
atents shall be issued, the grant of ; 
nis section shall be so located as not tointerfere with the 
location under any arent Conprent may make in aid of +o 
construction of said railroad. 

Mr. KEITT. If compatible with my conception 
of the power of Congress over the ic lands 
and over the public interests, { should cheerfully, 
Mr. Chairman, vote for this bill, which p: abe eo 
as! eae it, cae kas a mie tel 
two theu miles lo n What i 
or Missouri river ond Ban t Frames arty 
it proposed that the Govetideent « otiall sive im maid 
of this work? Itis proposed thatthe Government 
shall donate—I beg on, Ido not like that 

word ** donate,’’ shal t—alternate sections of 
land along the line. ot » but land. «Un 
what ground has Congress hitherto given away 
alternate sections of the public s? On the 
ground that the work which they gave these sec- 
tions in aid of would enhance the value of the 
remaining sections. Now, the question arises, wil! 
this telegraphic line enhance value of the re- 
maining alternate sections of the public lands, and 
ifso, how? How are the people on each side of 
this line to ‘be benefited by 1? Will receive 
any telegraphic communications? And how and 
in what manner are they to be benefited? My 
friend from Illinois says it is to benefit the Territo- 
ries and the States through which it rans; not to 
ae the value of the alternate sections. 

r. WASHBURN, of Maine, et ene. y 
{think the gentleman-from South Carolina mis- 
apprehends the matter. 

r. KEITT. I am speaking of the observa- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois. ~I know not 
how true it is. Now, whatis the Government to 





get in exchange for this appropriation of two mil- |} 


lions of acres? But emen say you will get 
messages from California. Upon hia t subjects 

I beg perp tle The Sugett od i the mar 
ket, and r ut, ’ t 
has the Gomeanin to wie eat peeh that? met has 
the Governmenteto do with the ayes interests 
of individuals, however ramified 
It may be an important consideration in the mar- 
ket to know how much is to be shipped 
here; but what has the Government to do with 
it? Then this Government is to build a line of 
telegraph, over which no communication of any 
telepvacih f re vier recat ei ee ubetanie 
telegr; for the of receiving 

here which is ck used by individuals in the 
market, and which is of no interest to the Gov- 
ernment whatever. Granted, the ear oe 
the route. You are to give the public lands for 
consideration whatever, to be cast like tasters 
balls from one to another, not for the purpose of 
benefiting the whole, but for the purpose of ben- 
efiting individuals. 








* A 
Mr. JON , of Louisiana. Is anamendment 


now in order 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
ee r by the gentleman: from Arkansas, 
ir. GReen ; 


] Vance 
Mr. J is to 0 ip 
ON My purpose oo an amend | | 


ment which, I thin 
bill; but L will not offer it at 


serra 


ann 









they may. be?|| the’ 
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moment, to get seeeg with the territorial busi- 
ness to-morrow, I-will move that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet at ten o'clock to- 
morrow. 

a Dakin oor ag 


I . 
motion by Mr. LETCHER, the House then 


, at twenty minutes — four o vee till 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespar, January 31, 1855. * 
ne House met.at twelve o'clock, m. Prayer 
Rev. Henry Suicer. 
he Journal of yeamicy was read and approved. 
CORRECTING THE JOURNAL. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to make’a cor- 
rection of the Journal. I find that the order in 
which J introduced a bill and resolution yester- 
day, and which were referred to the Committee 

of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, has been 
changed by the Journal.- I made the motion in 
reference to the joint resolution concerning the pay 
of the secretary of the Territory of Minnesota 
and then followed the motion in reference to the 
act regulating the fees of certain officers in the 
Territories of the United States. 

TheSPEAKER. There being no objection, the 
alteration desired by the ‘gentleman from Illinois 

‘will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I rise for the purpose 
of making a corréction of the Journal. 1 am not 
oe as — voted upon the French spoli- 
ation bill in the negative; and there are 
several ecsbanes around me both, friends and 
— of the bill, who reactions that I voted 


The The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 

the proper correction will be made. 
REPORT OF ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
pv Pi reported as eset) enrolled ene oe 
titles; wht enrages receiv 
agnatore of the the Speaker: 


ou resolution relative to the construction of laws 
for-the allowance of additional com 
A eee aia edi 
reso n the Arctic expedition 
commanded by pamoed Abaistnat Surgeon E. K. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, in compli- 


‘ance with the “‘ act. more effectually to provide for 
' ™m y eae 


the necessary defense by establishing 
militia through the Unired States,”’ 
March 2, 1853, containing an abstract 
turns of the militia of ee States and srendioeinn, 
with arms, accouterments, and ammunition, 
taken the. returns received by the ea 
ment; which was laid on the table, and 
to be printed. — 

QUESTION oF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. pa ners eee I rise to a 

rs A ew dye ago 


tion to ||. 

















a 


ation in | ae: aanenn' was 20 and it was not 
until the bill was brought before the pamaaisiee of 
Claims, of which | am a member, and acted upon 
by that committee, with instructions toreport it 
to the House with a recommendation that it do 
been referred to 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman temporarily 
occupying the chair directed the Clerk, as the 
present incumbent of the chair is informed, to 
enter the bill u the Journal as having been 
pyrite oe - of Claims. Ee 

Mr. LETC was o¢cupyi r 
at the time, -when the n co made that 
the bill camé from the mittee of Claims in 


‘the Senate, and that it should be referred to the 


same committee in the House. I then remarked, 
let it go there, then. 

Mr. JONES. I recollect that such was the case. 

Mr. eh a eee . a! manety vio wish 
to say that, upon that v ; 

Mr. RI IGHARDSON. | ekce toa question of of 
order. I demand the regular order of business, and 
insist that this matter is not a question of privile 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. e 
proper time for amending the Journal has passed, 
and if objected to, it cannot be done. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to say simply, as 
the other committee is ready and willing to report 
the bill, I have no objection. My only object 
was to get the matter before the House. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. HAVEN. If it be in order, I move that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I hope the gentleman 
will permit me to make some reports in reference 
to the business before the House to-day. 

Mr. HAVEN. If it is necessary to make re- 
ports relating strictly to terrritorial business, { will 
withdraw the motion for that purpose. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is all. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
any committee of the House relating to territorial 
business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish fo ask an order from 
the Houseto print a substitute which I propose to 
offer to a bill, whenever jt may come up, in refer- 
ence to the tariff. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
imous consent, and objection is made. 


RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories, to which was referred a bill to regulate 
and make uniform the right of suffrage in the 
several Territories of the United States, have di- 
me to make an adverse report thereon. The 
gentleman (Mr. Zotricorrer} who iniroduced 

the bill desired to be heard upon the subject, but, I 
understand, is willing to yield his purpose at this 
time, as this is the last day allowed us for the con- 
sideration and disposition of territorial business, 
ae _ avail himself of some opportunity which 
hereafter, when some other bill 


Sietal an or the oa 


an 

a to explain the ast the bill ‘ ich 
the gentleman from one the mittee 

on Territories, has made report. But 


bei informed that is the on = soem 
te Saucermeete: bills, I do ao 
sropose to egress ee oes explanation now. f move 
‘han the > lo lhe rag to the Committee of the 
be on the state of the Union, and printed. . 
The question was put; and the motion was 


agreed to. 
MINNESOTA RAILROADS. 


Mr. RICE offered the following resolution: 
Be it resolved by the Senafe and House of Representa- 
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stroction of any railroad or railroads within the limits of 
said Territory, to wit: ; 
be, An act to i a Minnesota Western Rail- 
road Company, approved March 3, 1853 ; 
atk An act to in the Louisiana and Minnesota 
ailroad Company, approved March 5, 5 
3, An act to incorporate the St. Paul and St. Anthony 
Railroad Company, approved March 2, 1853 ; 
4. At act to incorporate the Mississippi and Lake Su- 
perior Railroad Company, approved March 5, 1853; and | 
5. An act to incorporate the Lake Superior, Puget’s 
te and Pacific Railroad Company, approved March 5, 


Whiel: several and all other acts and parts of acts 
heretofore passed by the Legistature of Minnesota i - 
rating railroad companies, or authorizing the construct 
of # raiiroad or railroads, in said Territory of Minnesota 
be, and the same are hereby, disapproved and rendere 
null and void. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I would inquire if it is 
ronoeed to act upon that resolution now? 
he SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
what disposition the gentleman proposes to make 
of the resolution. 


Mr. COBB. I raise a question of order upon 
the resolution. 
Mr. RICE. I propose to put the resolution 


upon its passage immediately. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ object. 

Mr. RICE. 1 do not wish to consume the 
time of the House upon this subject. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, I wish to know if the 
resolution comes in only by unanimous consent, 
or has the gentleman.the right to introduce it? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks, as it re- 
lates to Territories, it is in order. If not objected 
to, the resolution will be again read. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to its being read 
again. 

Mr. RICE. 1 do not wish it to appear abroad 
that this House has legislated one company out of 
existence for the purpose of building up another. 
it will consume but a moment to put this resolu- 
tion through, and I hope it will be done, so that 
it can be acted upon in the other end of the Capi- 


tol. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Is this resolution in 
order as territorial business ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. RICE. Day before yesterday, the Judi- 
ciary Committee reported two joint resolutions 
disapproving of certain acts of the Legislature of 
Minnesota, incorporating certain railroad compa- 
nies. The a. from New York (Mr. Cur- 
TING] will bear me witness that I wished, at the 
time, to have the resolutions so amended as to dis- 
approve of all other acts of said Legislature incor- 
porating similar companies. I deem it proper to 
etate that the committee acted upon all acts of the 
kind that were brought to its notice, and I must 
also do the gentleman from New York the justice 
to say, that he promptly signified his willingness 
to have included the acts embraced in the resolu- 
tion just read, had they been placed in his posses- 
sion. Under the previous question, the resolutions 
were passed, which prevented me from making 
ang explanation at the time. 

¢ appears that the Legislature has incorporated 
seven railroad companies; two of the charters 
were disapproved of on the 29th instant, leaving 
five yet in existence. 

{ will frankly state, that it is my earnest desire 
that the grant made to the Territory at the last 
session may yet be saved, and that it may be dis- 
posed of, for the purpose of uniting the waters of 
the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence at their 
highest navigable points. 1 must also say that I 
believe the people of Minnesota are fully compe- 
tent to correct whatever errors they may have 
heretofore committed, and regret that Congress 
should have deenied it necessary to interfere with 
our focal legislation; but since such has been the 
case, | deem it my duty, not only for the credit of 
this House, but for the welfare of my constituents, 
that one step more should be taken, by disap- 

roving of all railroad charters heretofore 

y our Legislature. By refusing this, the result 
will be to iegii one company out of, and 
another company into, existence; and that other 
not only incorporated without due consideration, 
but held by acompany of Wall street land catchers. 

By the numerous companies i 
rated in Minnesota, it w Sirf evident to this 
nos - ro ae 
reacy to catch the first } that might swim that 
way; and now that you have made a beginning, 
hope you will destroy all of those nets, and not 
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leave one to be benefited by the destruction of th | 
others; or, in other words, I hope this joint reso- | 
lution will pass, for then it cannot be said that | 
Congress destroyed one corporation for the pur- 
pose of building up another. If it is in order, I 
move that the joint resolution be put upon its 


passage. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Upon that I move the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. CUTTING. I wish to say one word. I 
came in after the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. 
Rice} had made his observations. I would re- 
spectfully submit to the gentleman, that the action 
of the Committee on the Judiciary was based upori 
a reference, near the close of last session, of the 
session laws of Minnesota, and their report was 
based upon what those laws presented. Now, it 
by no means follows, because the House was com- 
petent to form a judgment in relation to laws before 
it, it therevore can undertake to act upon laws 
which have.never been submitted to it. 

ay RICHARDSON. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr.-LETCHER. I call for the reading of the 
names of the parties set forth in those acts as cor- 
porators. 

Mr. HAVEN. Of course, Mr. Speaker, re- 
mark is not in order, since the main question has 
been ordered to be now put. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
made. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I object to all de- 
bate on the question. 

Mr. HAVEN. I rose simply for the purpose 
of moving that the resolution be laid upon the 

table. It seems to be extensjve, and ought to 
receive examination at our hands. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, would it be in order 
to move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
for the reason that the call for the previous ques- 


ni I object to any being 


tion has been seconded, and the main question has 


| 


been ordered to be now put. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order. [ maintain that it is in order 
to call for the reading of the laws which we pro- 
pose to disaffirm by the resolution now under 
consideration, so that we may know what we are 
oe 

The SPEAKER. That would be a very legiti- 
mate cause of debate, but all debate has been cut 
off by the previous question. The Chair can 
decide nothing in order except voting. 

Mr. HAVEN. Is it not in order to move that 
the resolution be laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s motion is 
in order, but debate is not. 

Mr. LETCHER.. Isit not in order to have the 
names of the parties corporators read to the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, except by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I demand the yeas 
and ss on the motion to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. STANTON. I hold the bills which are 
proposed to be disaffirmed as part of the resdlution 
now before the House—as part of the subject 
matter upon which we are acting—and that, there- 
fore, the House is entitled to hear them read. 

Mr.BENTON. That is my opinion. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not remem- 
ber that so reasonable a request as the one made 
by the gentleman has ever been refused by the 

ouse; but he cannot decide that the gentleman 

oer ees under the rule, to the reading of th 


Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I have already 
objected to the reading of the bills. My objection 
is not withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. Being called on to do so, the 
Chair may, under express rule, put to the House 
the question whether bills shall or shall not be 


Mr. HENDRICKS. As many tlemen 
aunigdtl Gialetine se dis Whek it eatdlly te thay 
are called ong oed for, | move that the vote 
by which main question was ordered to be 


Oe eee or, ; 
I SPEAKER. The motion to Jay upon the 


table is first in order. 
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Mr. HAVEN. I have no objection to with. 
draw my motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table, for the purpose of reconsidering the vote by 
which the main question was ord to be put. . 

The question was taken; and the vote by which 
the main question was ordered to be put was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. This seems to be a ve 
important question, and I move that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, in 
order that it may be examined into and reported on, 

Mr. HAVEN. I call for the previous ques- 
oe = — ae : 

e or the previous question ived a 
second, and the main question was Salah te be 
weeks oe i ken; and th resoluti 

e question was taken; e ion w: 
selidsied to the Judiciary Committee. - a 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. + 

Mr. COBB. Before the question is taken on 
the gentleman’s motion, 1 move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill to regulate and make uni- 
form the right of suffrage in the Territories of the 
United States was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, so that the 
motion may be entered upon the Journal. 

The motion for reconsideration was entered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Ricuarpson’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the. state of the 
Union, (Mr. Puetes in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session, it had under consideration the bil! 
authorizing the construction of a subterranean tel- 
egraph from some point on the Mississippi or 
Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. 

The pending amendment is that moved by the 
gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Green woop,] to 
strike out the words, *‘ if practicable,” and insert 
‘* as soon ag practicable;”’ so that the section will 
read, if amended: 

Where unsurveyed lands shall have been selected, the 
President of the United States shall cause the same to be 
surveyed as soon as practicable, &c.™ 

Mr.GREENWOOD. Mr. Chairman, I under- 
stand that a proposition is to be made by which 
we shall get rid of this bill at an early hour. My 
only object'in proposing the amendment was, that 
if the bill was to pass, it should be perfected in 
some of its details. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Territories desires to submit a substi- 
tute for the bill now under consideration, em- 
bracing only the first and seventh’sections of that 
bill, which will merely grant the right of way. 
With that view, by consent of the committee, | 
withdraw my amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment was 
withdrawn, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. After consultation with 
the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Far.er,] who 
is my colleague on the Committee on Territories, 
and the gen eman who had, yesterday, the charge 
of this bill, and by his agreement and consent, | 
move the following substityte for the bill, and hope 
that it may be adopted: e 2 
Be it enacted by the ednd Hi 
ue wae y Rewinse pr» pay Kom gon 

Hiram O. me med 5 James Eddy, 


hundred feet in width, for tha ‘parpowe fs hereby saeabined ted, 
to San Francisco, in California, in as direct a line as prac 
Bec. 2, And be it ‘enacted, T 
EC further 





hereby are, 






rd et 


| Reena et 
Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor. 
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Mr. BENTOWN also rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois is entitled to the floor. Before the gentleman 

roceeds, however, the Chair will state that the 
‘committee was proposing to consider the bill by 
sections, and that, if required any member, its 
consideration will be concluded by sections, before 
the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois is 
considered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state to the com- 
mittee that if any person objects, if it is not the 
unanimous consent that the ainendment may be 
offered, { shall pursue a different course. 

Mr. BENTON. I understand the substitute 
which has been read to dispense entirely with the 
two millions of acres of land. This choice, out 
of fifteen miles on each side of the line, for two 
millions of acres, | understand the member from 
lilinois (Mr. Rrcttarnson] to say has been dis- 
pensed with by the unanimous consent of the par- 
ties who were in the bill. (Mr. B. paused. The 
member from Illinois was silent.] Sir, with that 
understanding, I wish to invoke—if it is possible 
for me to invoke—the serious attention of the 
Bows to the consideration of the spectacle we 
behold. 

Yesterday these people must have two millions 
of acres of lind, with the right to choose within 
fifteen miles on each side of the line, and to have 
the privilege of locating warrants for this land in 
any of the existing Territories. Yesterday we 
must have it fought out here until late in the after- 
noon, when I set the lizards upon them, and I 
believe the lizards drove them out. ([Laughter.] 


Yesterday they must -have two milliong of acres; | 


this morning they do not ask an acre; take the 
rest of the bill withoutthem. Why, sir, you have 
heard the snake story—gentlemen have all heard 
of the snake story—but this beats even that. A 
man told his neighbor that he had seen five thou- 
sand snakes together. ‘“* Why,’’ said the other, 
“that is preposterous, nobody ever saw five 
thousand snakes together.”” ‘‘ Well, I saw five 
hundred.”’ ** But five hundred is a great number 
of snakes to be seen together.’’ ell, fifty.” 
* But it will not be believed that you saw fifty 
snakes together.” ‘* Well, twenty-five.”” “* But 
twenty-five is a very large number of snakes to be 
seen together.”” ‘*[I say I saw twenty-five, and 
I will not fall another snake.”” [Laughter.] 
Now, here these parties fall two million snakes 
right atonce. They give upthe whole. Sir, is 
not this making a sport of legislation and of the 
roperty of the United States? Are we to allow 
egislation to be trifled with in this manner? Are 
we to have bill after bill brought in here, giving 
five, ten, fifteen, and twenty miles of land on each 
side of the line, and then falling five or ten miles, 
and taking what they get. But here are two mil- 


lions and fifteen miles on either side of the line, | 
and all given up, and the money part only re- | 


tained—falling two millions at once! and thus cut- 
ting it down to'no land, only the money in the 
bill, I say it is sporting with legislation, it is 
worse; it is an insult—sir, it is an outrage—I de- 
nounce itas an outrage. I denounce it as disrep- 
utable to the American Congress to suffer such 
games of brag to be played upon it. 

Gentlemen seem to think it now a very inno- 
cent matter, reduced to ask the right of way two 
hundred feet wide; it is a great fall; but, sir, we 
create an interest in this line if we grant it, and 
against any other telegraphic line that may be pro- 
pee to be constructed, in good faith, along the 

ne of a railroad or common road. . 

propose to move an amendment to some bill, 
when it shall become proper, for the construction 
of acommon road and telegraph line, and this 
grant, if made, will create an interest against it— 
a counter interest, sufficient to defeat it—defeat the 
only kind of line that can be protected. 

ig the hammer fell.] » . 

r. BENTON. 1 move to lay the whole mat- 
ter upon the table. 

A-Memser. That is not in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I will 
‘make a motion upon which I can make some re- 
marks, for | desire to make some. I move to 


. Strike ont the ing clause of the bill. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not de- 


e. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, it is debatable. 
Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Missouri as- 
sumes that this is legislation for gentlemen in the 





| 





| 





‘says he will enter into a comparison of characters 


bill. Sir, I spoke of a conference between the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Farter] and myself. 
He having had charge of the bill in the House, it 
was due to the relations existing between him-and 
myself, that | should do so. e gentleman from 

issouri, upon that statement of mine, gets him- 
self into about the position of the boy who found 
himself worked up into so furious a condition 
that he said to his father, ‘‘ Hold me, orI shall do 
something terrible!’? ‘* What will you do, my 
son?” * TI will run out and pull a board off the 
Pig. pen 1” [Laughter.} * 

ir; there was about as much foundation for the 

excitement of the boy as there was for that of the 
gentleman from Missouri. Is there anything dis- 
creditable, Mr. Chairman, in this House of Rep- 
resentatives, in the Congress of the United States, 
to confer with ia who have been your as- 
sociates = this floor, orto speak of the concur- 
rence in the measure I eg of the gentleman 
who has had charge of this bill in the House? If 
there is, I am guilty, and condemn me. 

Sir, 1 trast I can turn with as much pride and | 
as much pleasure upon the past as the gentleman | 
from Missouri. There is as little stain upon my 
escutcheon as there is upon his. I will compare | 
records. I will compare anything with him. | | 








ask no favors of him in the contest. I am his 


‘| equal in everything. The gentleman has been | 


very liberal in his denunciations. But, sir, respect | 
for the past, as its memories cling around me—as | 
I trust they 2ver will—restrains me in the contest. 
That should be taken into consideration in what | 
has taken place this morning. There is some- | 
thing due to the past; there is something due to | 
age, and I accord it here. I forbear, therefore, to 
characterize him and his remarks as I should do | 
but for that. ; 

Mr. BENTON. The member from Illinois 








with me, and that he will claim the benefits of the | 
comparison. Sir, | beg to'be excused from the | 
res and accord to him everything he asks | 
—all the difference he claims—but no comparison. 
I excuse myself from that. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, before I proceeded with 
my remarks I paused, and asked the member from 
Illinois whether I had understood him aright, that 
he had consulted those who were interested in 
this bill, when the House yesterday was detained 
until a late hour in the effort to get two millions 
of acres of land for these parties, in addition to 
the money, and whether the same parties had not 
come here this morning and asked for the passage 
of the bill without the grant of a single acre, and 
with the money alone? 1 asked for an answer; 
but I received none. I took his silence for an 
affirmative. I now apprehend that there is a dif- 
ference, for I admit no distinction, in the persons 
interested in the bill. He says the members in 
charge of the bill were those with whom he con- 
sulted. 

In my mind, this is a distinction without a dif- 
ference. I look upon the members from Maine 
as knowing the will of their constituents, and as 
truly representing them here. I regard these gen- 
tlemen as speaking for their constituents, and as 
not agreeing to this t change in this bill with- 
out their consent. For, sir, it is impossible*to | 
suppose that any person would alter the bargain, | 
to the extent to which it is now oe to alter it, | 
without the consent and knowledge of those who | 
are to be interésted: in the bargain. It is impos- 
sible, sir, to conceive such a thing. I look upon | 
itas clear that these two men of Maine, who, 
demand two millions of acres of land, in addition | 
to the money, to haveconsented to take the money | 
pay without the land. 

t, sir, | will now leave the individuals named , 
in the bill, and come to the members who yester- | 
be moved and supported this bill, granting two | 
millions of acres, in addition to the money pay, | 
to the company; who pushed the demand to the 
suppression and injury of other territorial busi- 

deprived the Territories of the benefit 
of the little time which was appropriated to them, 
and who kept us here to an unusually late hour 
in the cree aa resisting the two million acre 
bill. So, sir, 1 now drop the persons named in 
the bill, and come to the members who, yesterda 
fought it out nearly as: long as villains foug 
at common law with their —nearly till the 
stars in the evening. I come tothem, and 
I want togive the reason why they wanted two 
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millions of acres of land, in addition to the money, 
yesterday, and why they want no land this morn- 
ing? Any of them that please can answer that in- 

uiry. I wait the answer. (None.) Ifthe member 
rom [}linois |Mr. Rrcnarpson)} comes within the 
category, if he voted for the two million acre bill 
yesterday, and gives it up this morning, he may, 
if he pleases, answer that inquiry. [| ask nothing, 
sir—nothing from him. - 

And, Mr. Chairman, although I am a little ad- 
vanced in years, yet I hold that | havea right, while 
I am here, to defend the Treasury of the United 
States, and the public lands of the United States. 
The Treasur oF the United States, and the public 
lands of the United States, are not a Sebastopol. 
They cannot stand a siege, sir. They cannot resist 
the allies. Had it not been for the help of the little 
lizards yesierday, I do not think the lands could 
have been saved—been saved so successfully as 
they have been. Sir, I repeat, our Treasury, and 
our public lands, are not a Sebastopol. They can- 
not stand sieges, They cannot resist the allies. 
{Laughter.] If cannonading and bombarding will 
not do, sapping and mining will. Old or young, 
sir, | havea me to defend the Treasury and the 
public lands of the United States. I move to lay 
the whole matter on the table. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

‘The question was taken on the adoption of Mr. 
Ricwarpson’s amendment; which was agreed to, 
and the_bill was laid aside to, be reported to the 
House with the action thereon. 

MILITARY ROAD IN OREGON. 

House bill (No. 543) for the construction of a 
military road in Oregon Territory came up next 
in order for consideration. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. It appropriates 
the sum of $30,000 for the construction of a mili- 
tary road from Astoria to Salem, in the Territory 
of Oregon, under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, pursuant to contract to be made by him. 

There being no amendments to be offered, the 
bill was laid aside, to be reported to the House 
with a recommendation that it do*pass. 

ERECTION OF ARSENALS. 

House bill (No. 670) authorizing the Secretary 
of War to pu sites and contract for the 
erection of arsenals in Texas, New Mexico, Wash- 
ington, and Oregon, was next taken up. 

he bill was read. It instructs the Secretary of 
War to contract for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of an arsenal in the State of Texas; for 
the purchase of a site and the erection of an arge- 
nal in the Territory of New Mexico; and for th 
purchase of a site and the erection of an arsenal 
in the Territory of Washington, or in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon, as to him may be deemed the 
most expedient. 

Mr. LETCHER., I propose the following amend- 
ment to that bill: 

Strike out the words “‘ the purchase of a site, and,’’ in 
the fifth line, and the same words in the seventh line, so as 
to make the biil read : 

That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, instructed 
to cantract for the purchase of a site and the erection of 
an arsenal in the State of Texas; the erection of an arsenal 
in the Territory of New Mexico, and for the erection of an 
arsenal in the Territory of Washington, or in the Territory 
of Oregon, as to him may be deemed the most expedient, 

My object in penenens, that amendment, Mr. 
Chairman, is, that these Territories, for the most 

art, belong to the Government of the United 

tates; and | cannot see the slightest necessity in 
the world for instructing the Secretary of War to 
purchase sites where we own nineteen twentieth 
of the whole Territory. I hope, therefore, my 
amendment will be adopted. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I move to amend the bill 
as follows: 

After the word “ ps all in the eighth line, insert the 
following words: “ for the erection of an arsenal! in 
the Territories of Kansas and !ebraska.”’ : 

I wil’ state, Mr. Chairmgn, in support of this 
amendment, that there are, perhaps, more Indians 
in our Territories than in any of the other Terri- 
tories of the United States, and there is as much 
need for arsenals in Kansas and Nebraska as in 

other ion of the western country. ~ 
r. FAULKNER. I should be sorry, sir, to 
any motion from the gentleman from Kae- 
‘sas, but I am not aware—— 

Mr. HAVEN, (interrupting.) I only desire to 

say to the gentleman from Virginia, that we, in this 
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part of the House, cannot hear a word he says, 
and yet we are very desirous to hear the reasons 
why we ouglit to authorize these arsenals to be 
built. If the gentleman will give us some good 
reasons, | will vote for them. If not, I will vote 
against them. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The proposition now be- 
fore the committee does not properly involve a 
discussion of the matters contained in the original 
bill. It is an amendment, offered by the Delegate 
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| The purpose of this bill is to require the Secre- 
tary of War to locate one arsenal in Texas, and 
/one in New Mexico, and it leaves it optional with 
him to locate another either in Oregon or WAsh- 
ington. 
ow, sir, the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Fenn] 
|| says that | ought not to oppose a proposition of 
this kind, which the Military Committee has not 
|| had time, or has neglected, to consider. Sir, the 
| Committee on Military Affairs has never neglected 





from: Kansas, to authorize the construction of | te considergany proposition which has been re- 


arsenals in the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, Sir, | am not apprised by the War De- 
partment, or from any other source, that arsenals 
are at this time required t any public necessity 
in Kaneas or Nebraska. That military posts are 
required in those Territories I have no doubt; but 
1 have not seen or heard anything to satisfy me 
of the necessity of establishing arsenals there, and 
I hope the amendment will be rejected. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. As I stated before, there 
are, probably, more Indians in Kansas and Ne- 
braska than in any of the other Territories of the 
Union, | was not aware that, before a me&sure 
could pass this House, certain men must say that 
it ought to pass. | am certainly under obligations 
to my friend from Virginia for that information: 
Being a new member, | was not aware of that fact. 

If gentlemen will examine the geography of the 
country, they cannot fail to be satisfied that, if 
arsenals are wanted anywhere inthis Union, they 


are needed in the Territories of Kansas and Ne- || 


braska. . 
Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska. I should like 
to have the phraseology of the amendment changed 
sons to read ‘‘an arsenal in Kansas and one in 
Nebraska.” - 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kan- 
gas has a right to modify his amendment. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I will agree to that modi- 
fication. 

Mr. WHEELER. I want to know from the 
chairman of the Military Committee whether this 
recommendation comes from the War Department 
or from hia committee? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I tell the gentleman that 
it neither comes from the Committee on Military 
Affairs nor from the War Department, so far as | 
am advised. 

Mr. WHEELER. Then I hope the amend- 
ment will be voted down. 

Mr. HENN. I hope the committee will not 
vote it down because the Military Committee have 
not paid attention to this matter. [tis a notorious 
fact that more Indian depredations have been com- 
raitted in Kansas and Nebraska, between here and 
the Pacific ocean, than in any other part of the 
country. Even officers of the Army have been 
murdered thers, and, if there is a necessity for 
military posts anywhere in the United States, 
such a necessity exists in reference to those two 
Territories: 1 hope the gentleman from Virginia 
will not throw cold water on the amendment, 
because he has not had time to investigate the 
subject, or because the Delegates have not been 
here long enough to refer the matter to him. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact that the bill 
does not provide for an absolute construction of 
these arsenals, but that it is left to the discretion 
of the Secretary of War. The language is “ as 
to him shall seem most expedient.” 

Mr. BRIDGES. I understand that the word 
*‘expedient”’ refers to the erection of an arsenal 
in the Territory ef Washington, or in the Terri- 
. wy of rest 

r. GREENWOOD. And if the amendment 
s atentnt. the word “ expedient ”’ will apply to 
t . 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from Ar- 
kansas is mistaken in the construction which he 
gives to thesection, Theonly discretion — ed 
to be conferred by that section is, that it author- 
izes the S of War to locate one of these 
arsenals either in Oregon or in Washington, ‘The 


plied to Oregon when 
conatitalad Ons Tinian. 
since been separated, and, by some act of legis!a- 
tion here, the very land upon which it was con- 
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ferred to it. 
| Mr. HENN. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
| I did not say that the committee had neglected to 
consider it. I said that the Delegates had not been 
| here long enough to have the subject referred to 
| the committee. 

|. Mr. FAULKNER. Why, sir, we have been 
| in session every day for the last week or ten days, 
and have been inviting all thosegentlemen who had 
| business of a territorial character, to bring it to 
| our consideration. We desired to act upon every 
| proposition they submitted. Many were submit- 
| ted and acted upon; but this was never, upon any 
| occasion, submitted to our consideration. 

Mr. HENN. ‘The Delegates from these Terri- 
tories only came here within the last six weeks. 
| ‘They are both new members, and they probably 
| could not arrange all their business so as to bring 
| it properly before the committees. Some allow- 
| ance should, therefore, be made for them. 

Mr. FAULKNER. A just allowance should, 
| undoubtedly, be made for gentlemen situated as 
| the Delegates from Kansas and Nebraska are; 
| but | weuld not carry that indulgence so far as 
to grant all their requests, no matter how unrea- 
sonable. ‘he amendment offered by the gentle- 
man | regard of thischaracter. For the Jast three 
or four years the Executive Department of the 
Government has been urging upon Congress the 
necessity of establishing arsenals in ‘l'exas, New 
Mexico, and on the Pacific coast. There is not, 
at this time, in all Texas or New Mexico, one 
suitable building, belonging to the Government, 
for the merrees of arms, powder, &c. ‘The 
| Secretary of War has carefully considered the 
| points where they are wanting, and he has pre- 
sented strong and unanswerable arguments for 
their prompt establishment. Why should sucha 
bill be encumbered with propositions to establish 
arsenals in Kansas and Nebraska? From what 
source do we acquire information that they are 
needed? What sort of arsenals do the gentlemen 
from Kansas and Nebraska want there? Cer- 
tainly not arsenals of construction; and as for 
peed for the safe-keeping and preservation of 
| arma, | preaume the buildings about Forts Leaven- 
worth, Kearny, and Laramie will, for the pres- 
ent, at least, afford ample accommodation. hat 
they want in Kansas and Nebraska are not arse- 
nals, but military posts. And lam prepared to 
unite with these gentlemen in increasing the reg- 
| ular Army of the United States, and in placing 
| an adequate supply of money in the hands of the 
| Secretary of War to establish military posts at 
| such peints in these western Territories as may 
| be deemed necessary to control the movements 
‘of hostile Indians throughout that frontier. 1 
| have been asked what are the views of the De- 
partment of War as to the propriety of increas- 
ing the number of our military posts in the north- 
west. I have no hesitation in saying that, if you 
will furnish the Secretary of War with means and 
men, he will increase the force now at Fort Lar- 
amie, which is wholly inadequate for the purposes 
of protection and defense, and that he would estab- 
lish at the trading stations of Fort Pierce, Fort 
Union, Pembina river, and other points, a chain 
of military posts that would furnish the most ample 
protection to the emigrant settlers. But he is 
without adequate means to discharge his cote to 
the couftry, and the responsibility is upon Con- 
| am, therefore, for every proper means of 
protecting these Territories; but { am not advised 
that the establishment of arsenals there is among 


them. . 
‘ eee I wish to ae oo 
rom ~Virginia one ion: at kind of an 
arsenal he to establish in New Mexico? 
Mr. FA NER. It may be an arsenal of 
construction, or it may be an arsenal of depot, as 
the War t shall determine. 

Mr. HENN. Is it intended for an arsenal of 
constraction ? 














Se, 

Mr. FAULKNER. It will be in the power of 
the War Department to determine which the pub. 
lic interest most ires. 1 presume i: is designed 
at present asa building for the safe-keeping of 
arms and munitions of war. 

Mr. HENN. I ask the prplinnins if it is neces. 
sary to establish an arsenal of construction there? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think thatit is not at this 
time necessary to have an arsenal of construction 
in New Mexico. 

Mr. HENN. -Why not, then, provide for an 
arsenal in Kansas? . 

Mr. FAULKNER. There is no necessity for 
any arsenal, either of depot or construction in 
Kansas, so far as | am informed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. In my opinion, it should 
be left discretionary with the Secre of War 
whether arsenals should be located in the Territories 

-of Oregon, Washington, Kansas, or Nebraska. 

The question was takenupon Mr. Wuirrie.p’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. HAVEN. Inasmuch as it seems to bethe 
inclination of - the committee to sustain the ori- 
ginal bill, { would ask them to amend it by strikin 
out the word ‘instructed,’’ in the third line, a 
innate: is lieu thereof the words.“ authorized, in 
case, in his  fpeme amam public interests require it,” 
so that it will read: 

‘That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized, in case, in his opinion, the public interests require it, 
to contract for the purchase of a site and the erection of ay 
arsenal in the State of ‘Texas, &c. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not object to that 
amendment. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Haven’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will ask the committee to 
adopt one more amendment; to add, at the end of 
the bill, the following: 

And the authority herein conferred, may be exercised in 
reference to cither,one or more of the points herein named. 

Mr. LANCASTER. I move to amend by 
striking out the word * or,” and inserting the 
word * and,” so that the bill will provide for the 
erection of an arsenal in the Territories of Wash- 
ington and Oregon, 

will say, in support of this amendment, that, 
if there be a spot in all our dominions where an 
arsenal is required for the protection of its inhab- 
itants, it is Washington ‘Territory; and Puget’s 
Sound in that Territory, in my opinion, is the 
proper place for the establishment of such an ar- 
senal. Weare separated from the Territory of 
Oregon by our mountains and streams, and we 
are surrounded by most warlike tribes of Indians. 
Close upon us on the north, are the British pos- 
sessions, and in close proximity to us, is one of 
the most powerful tribes of Indians that exist upon 
the North American continent, who have often 
made descents upon our inhabitants, and driven 
them into fortifications, ‘The ‘Territorial Legisla- 
ture of Washington has memorialized Congress 
for the establishment of an arsenal upon Puget’s 
Sound, and | hope that the amendment which | 
have proposed may be adopted by this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely wish to 
say that, under the bill as it-etands, the Secretary 
of War has discretion to establish an arsenal in 
either one of these Territories. I should think 
that it might be located somewhere equally near 
upon the of these two-Territories, where 
it would sufficiently meet the wants of both. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. The bill, in its present 
shape, provides for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of an arsenal in the ‘Territory of Wash- 
ington or Oregon. I have no doubt that the Sec- 

ry of War will do what is right in the matter, 
and if the arsenal ought not to be built in Oregon, 
let it be established in Washington. Leave it 
discretionary with the ee i to say 
where the arsenal shall be estat . IL will far- 
ther state that one arsenal is enough for both Ter- 
ritories, If the Sect of War, - wisdom, 
says that the arsenal be in Washington 
Tee it be so; if in Oregon, let it be so. 
Mr. FAULKNER. In this connection I will 


remark, that we have already established an arse- 
nal the Pacific coast at Benicia; 
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probation, that measures honestly presented and 
urged by the people of Washington Territory, 
should continue to meet with the opposition of the 
Delegate from the Territory of Oregon.. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. LANE. Now, | ask this committee if that 
is just ?——— 
8 Ihe CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ore- 
gon having spoken once upon this amendment, 
the gentleman from Virginia is recognized by the 

hair. 

Mr. LANE. I ask the gentleman to yield to 
me for a single moment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will. 

Mr. LANE. I ask this committee if the charge 
of the Delegate from Washington is just? I have 
already stated that I have no objection to the lo- 
cation of the arsenal in Washington Territory, if 
the Secretary shall so decide to locate it. If he 
decides in favor of Washington, be it so. The 
bill leaves it to the Secretary of War to establish 
itin the one or the other, as shall seem to him 
best. ‘The public service does not require that 
there shall be two, I ask nothing for Oregon 
which is not right. Let her stand alongside of 
her sister Territory, Washington, upon her own 
merits and claims; and if the Secretary of War, 
in his discretion, shall see fit to locate the arsenal 
in the Territory of Washington, I shall never 
complain. I ask not that it shall be placed in m 
Territory. Ido not want itin my neighborhood. 
Let it be located with reference to the good of the 
Territories, of which the Secretary of War is a 

ood judge. The gentleman from Washington 
ee no ground for his charge. 

M:. LETCHER. I think we had better look 
to two or three things before we go on in this 
way. We have bills pending in Congress for 
supplying the country with soldiers, either volun- 
teers or regular regiments in the Army, and it 
does seem to me, before we undertake to build any 
more arsenals, that we should ascertain whether 
we have soldiers enough to take care of them. It 
has been a general complaint all over the country 
that we have not men enough to fill up the regular 
Army, and yet we are multiplying posts and 
establishing, arsenals which require a portion of 
the Army to guard them. At thé same timécom- 
plaint is made that you have not men enough for 
the daily and regular service. 

Besides, i would inquire of my colleague [Mr. 
Fautxner] whether there is not a general law 
upon the statute-book authorizing the Secretary of 
War to dispose of the arsenals of the United 
States, and whether, at this very time, a contract 
is not in progress between certain parties in Rome, 
New York, for the sale and purchase of the 
arsenal at that point? If the Secretary has been 
invested with authority to dispose of them, why 
should we go on and multiply them, merely for 
the purpose of opening the door for further sale of 
Government property, at a price not one half what 
it cost the Government? 

Again, how much is it proposed that these ar- 
senals shall cost? I see nothing at all, in this 
bill, which limits the amount. ‘The sum is un- 
limited. Here are four or five arsenals provided 
for, and they may cost, as far as this bill is con- 
one twenty, fifty, or five hundred thousand 

ollars, 

If you make them arsenals of construction, you 
must have a multitude of men to take care of them. 
You must have a competent force for that pur- 
pose. If you make them arsenals of deposit, you 
get rid of a part of the expense, so far as construc- 
tion is concerned. Now, what is proposed to be 
expended upon each of these arsenals? Nothing 
is said upon that point,and I hold that, before the 
question istaken, we ought to ascertain the amount 
which will be n ry for their construction. | 
hoid that, when the House undertakes to pass 
bills which require the expenditure of money, they 
should have some definite know to guide 
them as to the amount they are about to vote 
away. Letus have.it limited. Let us understand 
= it . want, Let the whole country ie oe} 
when a passed, appropriating money, 
it is ip erepeenst ee a specific aries. 
i Mer, ~~ LENER. The reason why this bill 

assumed its present shape, proposing to au- 
sites es easter Soc 
without any definite 5: a 
from this fact: ever any member of the 
Commiueeon’ Military Affairs of this House 


_ the hands of every gentleman in this 
| will find the sum which it is expected will be nie- 
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ment to the Army appropriation bill, asking for | ‘ am t re with extracts from letter received 

an appropriation for such a purpose as this, he |! ("tne public Setidings to baieednteer ten pt ty 

has been at once arrested in his purpose by an | from the warden of the prison in that Territory, both pec 
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as | works, I have to state, that such grants were tor the exciu- 
of order, because there was no existing law au- | sive use and benefit of Minnesota in its territorial capacity, 
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appropriation been asked for in the Army appro- || tional appropriation shall be made for the purposes esti- 

priation bill, and year after year has it been refused || mated for, or whether the amount already donated to 

by this body, because there was no existing law || Minnesota has been sufficient. 

oe the erection of arsenals at the points || Very respectfully, your obedient servant, whee cie 
Now, sir, it was to guard against that difficult ee ~ > 

’ ’ Rem 
that, soon after the duties of the committee fell am B.S Sew, eee Rees 


upon me, I think, last ‘summer, | reported bills for Sr. Pact, Minnesota, January 2, 1855. 
the erection of arsenals at these points. The | —— oe al coed re eet 

ave been repeatedly and urgently asked for by | a consi eeny 
the Government. ‘Throughout the whole of Texas || 7D¢t appropriation by Congress for these buildings. 


5 . 1 inclose herewith a communication from the warden of 
there is nota single place for the deposit of arms. || the prison, in regard to the necessity of a work-shop. Buch 
So in New Mexico, and, until recently, none in || * ae w ere Fo ga | a — ons and I think 
' ' . : i3 Dy e e ° 

wera and none in Oregon and Washington || in my estimate of work fo ee capitol fant you Sep- 
° a . tember stat at I had not ine al) that was 

If the gentleman from Virginia will refer to the || necessary to complete it, but only what I proposed applying 
estimates for appropriations, which are_placed in |, the present appropriation to; that the basement was unfin- 
ouse, he || binds, ine brick walle palling Aes 
La P | L now find abat, owing to insufficient data, I estimated 
cessary to erect these buildings, if Congress shall || the cost of inclosing the capitol grounds with iron much 
authorize their construction, and those sums will | ee edatien of @8,008. pty “ Lome cman 
Sue cioloake iat wetmaie te Coe “a \ necessa'y than | then believed. Notwithstanding the repairs 
, : y Vongress. € || made to the root and cupola, they still leak very badly, and 
will find the estimates on page 247. I will not 


| the building will soon be greatly injured. It cannot be 
read them, or the remarks of the War Depart- | stopprd without great repairs, which will cost a large sum ; 











| ment in support of them. “The gentleman can || Uti will be economy to stop it at whatever cost. 


/ . Oo h J base- 
examine them for himself. They show the neces- ment most ofthe Year wea fe en. 4 x end, 


sity for the construction of these arsenals, and for || injure the foundations of the building in a great degree, 
the cost of each of them in Texas and New Mex- || Te aabe upthe beaaie eee tee or Ager ali nail. 
ico at $32,500. If the gentleman chooses, he can |’ cient drains, finish off the basement, paint the building, put 
appropriate these sums by this bill, which will | blinds on the windows, erect lightning protectors, make 
meet with my concurrence. ; thorough and My enn een = roo A. eat J 
Mr. LETCHER. My colleague does not meet || 5°! out trees in the grounds—which are wholly destitute 
the point { presented. { asked him why the such ornaments—will require at least $6,000, making, with 


. : : - the sum estimated for the work-shop, $11 L 
amount of expenditure was not provided for in this een 


s * ” * + . . 7 7 * * * 
bill. His reply is, that he is embarrassed by the You will see that a considerable portion of this work is 
action of the chairman of the Committee of Ways || absolutely necessary to preserve the property; and, cer- 
and Means, and that this is merely an initiatory || ‘ily, if Congress has gone to the expense of building the 


step, and the amount of expenditure will be con- | eae et aye = the previous expend- 


tained in the general appropriation bill. Butif || Most respectfully. your obedient servant, 

‘the amount is put into this bill, the Committee of | HENRY F. MASTERSON, Agent, &c. 

Ways and Means cannot interfere, because, if || Hon. James Guruate, 

this bill appropriates the amount, it provides for Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 

exactly what is wanted, and the sum will not - a , 

have to be put into the general appropriation bill. Secieadins. Conubiane tenemanen TAA. 
Now, to accomplish that object, | propose to Six: I wish to call your attention to the great want of 

ene at the end of the bill, a second section pro- || capt Seoeill onoenadeaie aoe po - 

viding that the sum of $32,500 be appropriated |; oe 

for the erection of each of these arsenass, : “Teves seemae and absolutely required, a work-shop 
The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not || where the labor of the convicts can be carried’on under the 

in order until the pending amendments are dis- || eye of one or two guards, and where they can be kept at 

posed of. work ata less expense for fuel during the winter than is at 
The question was then taken upon the amend- 


t the case. . 
2 I have estunated the cost of a stone building, such as is 
ment proposed by Mr. Lancaster; and it was not ~ 
to , 


needed for the immediate wants of ihe prison, and find the 
: Sih) Tevmpianeenee aaa saees 
The question recurring upon the amendment || (99,500-) Im 

offered by Mr. Haven, it was put; and the amend- | sents te © honorabld ery > Frecmee oie 
ment was agreed to. 5 | same in season to have the necessary appropriation made 

Mr, LETCHER. I now move to amend by || ** (his session of Congress. F. R. DELANO, 
inserting, after the first section, the words ** and 
that a sum not exceeding $32,500, for the ours 
of each of, these arsenals, is hereby appropriated.’’ 















Yours, respectful! 
z : Warden Minnesota Ter. Prison. 


H. F. MasTerson, -, Disbursing Agent, 
| nited States Treasury 
| Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, we are ap- 
| propriating year after year for the completion 
_ of these buildings, but they are never finished. 
| During the last session the following provision 

was inserted in the appropriation bill: 
er, ‘¢ For finishing the capitol and territorial in the 
an appropriation Rereett 52 Minnesota, 00 a and fencing ee 
4 ee ee Gireetion of the of the Treasury.” 

bill then read by the Clerk. 


M Mak Tua he Eepuite eve net inclourds too 
Mr. RICE. I move to amend the bill by addin ’ € grounds are not in » tae 
ihid filbdating oaas edticooal section: || & unfinished, and that they are asking 

Sao. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $11,500 | $11 more to accomplish what we were 9s- 
be, and the same is on appropriated to complete the || sured, last year, $10,000 would do; and the only 
territorial to build a territorial work-shop for the |) sround upon which it is asked, that I can see, is, 
territorial the Territory of Minnesota, in accord- . : fe th 
with made by the agent appointed by the has been libera | heretofore, the 
Treasury ; said sum to be expended under || Territories trust it will continue to be liberal in 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. granting these garage 

Mr. Chairman, the only information which I One of the objects of this app 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN OREGON. 
The next bill which came up in order was 


for completing the public bui 
ritory oe 


iation is for 


have on the s is eaiees roms the follow- = construction « a work -<hone oe Bea i 
to which attention e it, some port of a house ume; 
the compenhise: . - and, if I understand the letters which have been 


4 
| 


sf ex Re . 


mf: 


SARIS CROWN 
a a AON FEY Sot 


t- nw a nana -_ _ Oe we 
LAS Baia lS Ree | SA Cee Ae ad v eniipiaa 
a . 7 A 7 


dae 


/ 


‘ 








486 


Sn  — 


read, they have a wooden work-shop connected | The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to call | believe this niggardly soneny in regard to the 


with the territorial prison. But that is not sufli- 
cient, and they ask Congress to make an appro- 
riaiion for a more substantial one—perhaps a 
arger one—in order that convict labor may be 
brought into competition with the labor of the com- 
mon laborers th hout the Territory. This 
thing is obnoxious in a great many places; and 
if they are getting along with this prison, as it now 
stands, through the liberality of Congress, which 
built it, I think they ought to be content. ; 
And besides, Mr. Chairman, I think when this 
House appropriates money on estimates to accom- | 
plish a particular result, that they — to require | 
that that result shall be‘accomplished from the 
money appropriated. Here are estimates founded 
on data atthetime. The Housegave theamount, 
in accordance with the data then made; and after 
that money is all expended, they come back and 
ask, upon new data, for a sum exceeding, by 
$1,500, the whole amount asked for a year agoto | 
accomplish the very result which they now have 
in view. In addition to all this, we have seen 
here, of late years, as these Territories are mul- 
tiplying, that the expenses of the territorial gov- 
ernments are running up to a monstrous extent— 
far exceeding the cost of territorial governments in 
the early and more economical age of the Republic. 
There ought to be, in my view, some stop to 
this thing. When these Territories have been 
accommodated to such an extent tis exhibited, I 
think Congress ought to stop, and allow them to 
do something for themselves. It seems to be 
expected now by them that Congress shall bear 
all their expenses in the erection of their public | 
buildings, and contribute everything that is aeces- 
sary to get them into full operation. Every 
session these Territories come in here for appro- 
prtiations, for the construction of capitols, for the 
construction of prisons and work-shops, and for 


THE © 


|| the attention of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
|| Tayor,) and the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. 
|| Lane,] to the first and second sections of the bill 
_under consideration, in which, in the apprehen- 
sion of the Chair, there must bea clerical error. 
The bill makes an appropriation of $67,000, and 
provides that $40,000 shall be expended in one 
manner, and $37,000 in another; making the entire 
appropriation $77,000. The Chair thinks there 
is a clerical error, and that it should be corrected. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. Thathas nothing todo 
with the matter immediately before the committee. 
The CHAIRMAN. It has not; but the Chair 
desires that the error may be corrected, and that 
the bill may be pees efore the committee. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It is a clerical error, 
and should be $27,000 instead of $37,000. 
The CHAIRMAN. The error will be cor- 


rected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think the committee 
will have nodifficulty inrelation to the amendment 
brought forward by the gentleman from Min- 
nesota when they come to understand it. I am 
somewhat familiar with this matter. I recollect 
what took place the last session. When the ter- 
ritorial business was under consideration in the 
House, the gentleman from Minnesota stated that 
these buildings were in an unfinished and incom- 
plete condition, and that an recone was 
necessary to complete them. I think he read a 
letter from the Governor of the Territory upon the 
subject. In the absence of all estimates in regard 
to the matter, he moved that $10,000 be appro- 
priated for the purpose of completing the capitol 
and inclosing the grounds. The amendment was 
agreed to, and the bill became a law. The same 
| bill provided that the appropriation should be ex- 
ended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
reasury. 





various other items, until the whole foots up to a 
monstrous amount for each of the Territories. 

I have not had the time to collect the whole of 
these expenditures in one amount, and compare it 
with the amount expended for like purposes in 
former times, but I think that if you will compare 
the cost of the Territories for the last five or ten | 
years with a like period of time anterior to that | 
porate you will find that the cost now exceeds, 

y three-fold, the cost of the Territories in the | 
better and purer days of the Government. 

Mr. RICE. The gentleman from Virginia is 
mistaken in one ortwo points, The appropriation 
at the last session of Congress was not based upon 
any estimates from any Department or proper au- 
thority, These buildings have heretofore been 
erected under the charge of the Governor and 
paces of the Territory. My attention was 
called to the fact that they had become very much 
injured from their having remained for some time 
in their incomplete condition, and I called upon 
the Department and upon the Committee of Ways | 
and Means for aid, but I could get no recommend- | 
ations and no estimates. I then, ata venture, 
asked that $10,000 should be maprenee etn Con- 
grese appropriated that amount. But to provide 
certainly that the money should be expended judi- 
ciously, I drew up the amendment so as to have it | 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. That officer appointed an agent 
to superintend the work—a competent man. He | 
has discharged his duty satisfactorily to the De- 
partment. fe has expended the money; but 
owing to the great damage which the buildings 
have sustained in consequence of the very imper- 
fect manner in which they had been constructed, 
that sum was found to be insufficient. 

And now, sir, in respect to the amount of money 
which has been expended by thé General Gov- 
ernment for the benefit of the Territory of Min- 
nesota, I will say, that the General Government 
annually expends $130,000, in order to help pay 
the postage in the State of Virginia, while Min- 











nesota has paid someth a ene above her 
ostal ex es this, Minnesota 
cavesiiy toeaauiee and thousands of dollars into 
the Treasury, by awe of her publiclands. But, 
sir, if itis the wish of Congress that the Legisla- 
ture, in that h region, should hold its 


sessions in the air; if they wish that the pris- 
oners in that ae Scala ter x 


in the open air, the c cere work | 
ayn? ASHBURNE, of Ulanis; obtained the 





In accordance with the provisions of the act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury appointed an agent 
to disburse the money, who saw that the money 
was properly applied; but he found that the 
amount was not sufficient to complete the build- 
ing and fence the grounds, This agent now comes 
here and tells us, ina letter which was read at the 
Clerk’s desk, that a further appropriation will be 
necessary to accomplish the purpose for which the 
original appropriation wasintended. The gentle- 
man from Minnesota informs us, that, in conse- 
quence of the manner in which the building was 
constructed, from the severe frosts which occur in 
that region, the water which had collected upon 
the roof had frozen, and so seriously injured the 
building that it took a very considerable sum to 
repair the damages thus occasioned. This dis- 
bursing agent of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who has had this whole matter in charge, and 
who is the proper person to look to for correct in- 
formation in these matters, now tells us that these 
additional sums are necessary to carry out what 
appeared to be the intention of the last Congress, 

hen there is another item to which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia {Mr. Lercuer] has referred, 
and to which I now desire to call the attention of 
the committee—I mean the item fora work-shop 
in the territorial prison. The present work-shop 
is a mere shanty, and is totally unfit for any hu- 
man being to live in in the winter time in those 
edt regions, which the Delegate from 

innesota has so properly characterized them. 

Now, sir, these buildings are built by the Gov- 
ernment for the use of the people, it is right 
and proper that they should be put in a proper 
condition, so that they may be rved;and this 
has always been done in other Territories. It is 
simply a question of completing and preserving 
the public buildings of the Territory. 

Something has also been said in regard to the 
expenses of these Territories. Now, I call the 
attention of the committee to the fact that Minne- 
sota is the largest, most beautiful, and, in many 
respects, the best Territory in the United States. 
And I ask, gentlemen, also, to look at the expenses 
incurred for that Territory, compared with the 
expenses of most of the other Territories. There 
has hardly been a dollar expended by the Govern- 
ment there to put down Indian hostilities. We 
have never had estimates coming in here of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to cover the expenses 
of Indian wars in that Territory, as has been the 
case in reference to nearly all the other Territories. 

And allow me to say, still further, that I do not 
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territorial domain of the United States, should be 
applied to the Territory of Minnesota. The lang 
in that Tefritory nearly all belongs to the United 
States, and the y pioneers there are now pay. 
ing their last dollar into your Treasury here, to 
secure themselves a home. Theamount of mon, 
you are there every week receiving from the md 
of your public lands, amounts to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars annually. In a case of this 
kind, we should pursue a liberal and enlightened 
policy, and enact liberal and proper laws. I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The fashion used 
| to be, when a Territory was formed, to incur the 
expense of putting up a plain and substantia! 
house, in which the little business of the Territory 
should be performed. But that fashion is disap. 
pearing. These rich Territories, such as Minne- 
sota, are not satisfied with such claims upon the 
ublic Treasury; but they want to get a capitol 
uilt, for the service of the future State, at the 
public charge. That is the new policy, Hence 
it is that magnificent buildings are projected and 
heavy appropriations asked for out of the public 
Treasury of the Union. 


I do not wish to occupy the time of the commit. 
tee, but there is another view of this subject. It 
is not good policy to terminate a job. It is better 
to come here, year after year, asking for additional 
appropriations. It reminds me of an anecdote | 
once heard: Once upon a time there was, as there 
is now, a shop in my native village, and during 
the winter season most of the hands were dis- 
missed. Well, when one of them returned in the 
spring, meeting with an old acquaintance, who 
had been retained during the winter, he asked him 
whathewasatworkon. ‘Still upon that body,” 
was the reply. ‘* Not painting upon that same 
body yet?” ‘* Why,” was the answer, ** do you 
think I am such a silly fellow as to work myself 
out ofa job!’’ And soit is with these gentlemen 
in the Territories—they will not work themselves 
out of a job. . Itis good policy for them, to be 
sure, but the question is, whether it is good policy 
for the Treasury of the United States. 

The question. was taken on Mr. Rice’s amend- 
ment; and it was adopted. 

No further amendment being proposed, the bill 
was then laid aside, to be reported to the House 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

LEGISLATURE OF UTAH. 

The next business in order was joint resolution 
(No. 46) authorizing the islative Assembly 
of Utah to continue their session for a term not 
exceeding sixty days, instead of forty days, as 
heretofore provided. 

The Clerk read the resolution in extenso. 


No amendment being proposed tothe joint wa 


lution, it was laid aside, to be reported to 
House. ; : 

MILITARY ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 
ane eee ae the Calendar — + otnet bill 

0. making a riation for roving 
certain eoitieary reaie tw the Tertitory of Min- 
nesota. 

The bill having been read in extenso, and no 
amendment being ag to it, was laid aside 
to be reported to the House. ; 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN NEBRASKA. 

The bill next on the Calendar was House bill 

(No. 681) to provide for the erection of public 


buildings in the Territory of Nebraska. 

The bill appropriates $20,000 for the construc- 
tion of public buildings in the Territory of Ne- 
braska, to be under the direction of the 
Governor of said: T . pty ed that the 
money shall not be ext 


d until the Legislature 
shall have fixed by .aw the permanent of 
on RIG ci cod , 
. RICHARDSON. There is an error in 
ph i ene pl be $25,000. I move 
to w t . = 5 ’ 

Mr. N._I wish toask the: of the 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Then the billshould be 
amended so as to make the sum $50,000. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska. I was going 
to remark that no appropriation has yet been made 
for Nebraska for this purpose. I move, therefore, 
to strike out ‘* $25,000,” and insert “ $50,000” 
in lieu thereof. ‘That will place us upon an equal- 
ity with our sister Territory. 

I will make the further remark, that the expense 
of building will be greater in Nebraska than it 
will be in Kansas, for the reason that we are fur- 
ther from the market, and have to pay more for 
the transportation of our material. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Wecannotdepart from 
the rule laid down of appropriating this amount 
for the Territories. I think, however, that the 
amenlennts of the gentleman from Nebraska ought 
to prevall. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from IIli- 
nois desires to restrict the expenditure of this ap- 
propriation he had better extend the restriction, 
so that it will embracé the $25,000 appropriated 
at the last session. y 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Nothing was appro- 
priated for this Territory at the last session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Which Territory is it? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Nebraska. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I thought the bill applied to 
both of them. 

The question now being upon the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Gippives, 

Mr. HENN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEeELer 
and EpMUNDSON were appointed. 

The committee was divided; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 79, noes 41. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation thatit do pass, 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN KANSAS. 

House bill (No. 605) to provide for the erec- 
tion of public buildings in the Territory of Kan- 
sas was then taken up. ‘ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to amend the 
bill, so as to make the proviso as to the expendi- | 
ture of the money applicable to the appropriation | 
of last session, so as that neither appropriation 
can be expended till the Legislature of the Terri- 
tory of Kansas shall have fixed the seat of gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. LETCHER,. I want to add a further 
amendment in the way of a provision, by adding | 
the words “or until the title is secured to the 
United States.”’ ° 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iaccept the proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia. 

The bill, as amended, reads: 

That the sum of $25,000 be, and the same hereby is, 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, for ihe continuation and erection of | 
public buildings for the use of the Legislature of the Terri- | 
tory of Kansas, to be expended under the direction of the | 
Governor of said Territory: Provided, Said money, or any | 
part thereof, or any portion of the mouey heretofore appro- | 
priased for that purpose, shall not be expended until the 

egislature of said Territory shall have fixed, by law, the | 
permanent seat of government, or until the title to such 
site shall have been secured to the United States. } 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted, 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HENN. I understand from the gentleman 
from Illinois that he has accepted the amendment 
of the from Virgi 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting.) In re- | 
spect to the bill just by the committee, did 
the gentleman from Virginia mean that the title | 
should be secured to the General Government or | 
t) the government of the Territory ? 

Mr. LETCHER. To the General Govern- 
ment, certainly. . , 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I ertitvly misap- | 
prehended the preposition. 

Mr. LETC The title to most of the 
land belongs to the General Government now, 
and [ want this site to be located on the Govern- 
men 








t lands, or, in the event of its being located on 
the Indian lands, then I want the Indian title to 
be extinguished, and the title secured to the Uni- 


ted States. aes 
Mr. RICHARDSON... I do not wish new to 
consume time, but the title to ama | 











ane Os - Thisisa donation oo 
to the Lerritory for the purpose of erecti ic | 
buildings for the use of the government of the Ter- 
ritory, not for the use of the General Govern- 

ment. And when the Territory becomes a State 

the building will belong to the State. That has | 
been the practice of the Government from its | 
foundation to this moment. 

Mr. LETCHER. The General Government | 
owns the Territory. The Territory is nothing | 
but the child of the United States Government; | 
and the expenditure by the United States Govern- | 
ment for this child bears exactly the same relation | 
which the expenditure of the gentleman from Illi- | 
nois would bear to his child. The Government 
owns the Territory now; whenit becomes a State, | 
this building, having been erected by the Govern- | 
ment, goes, of course, to the State. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, If that is the manner 
in which my friend from Virginia intends to deal | 
with his children, it is one which | myself cannot 
commend. I cannot reconcile to myself the pro- | 
priety of giving it when a child that which | take | 
away from it as a man. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman does not | 
understand me at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not think the gentle- | 
man understands himself. 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly, I do; and if the | 
gentleman from Illinois is inclined to understand, | 
[ will make him do so. I said that the Territory 
bore to the General Government precisely the same | 
relation which the minor boy bears to his father, 
who enjoys, when of age, the estate given to him | 
when a minor; and so, when the Territory be- | 
comes a State, this property goes to it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Do I understand the | 
gentleman from Virginia to assume, as a legal | 
proposition, that a child cannot hold an estate: 

Mf. LETCHER,. No; I do not assume that. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I object to this sort 
of legal discussion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LETCHER. But I assume this: that the | 
er regulates expenditures for the benefit of the | 

ild. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We will not dispute | 
about that. 

Mr. LETCHER. And that the father is very | 
apt to hold the title to an estate himself until the | 
child is old enough to take-charge of it. 
Wen: WHITFIELD. 

i 





I hope my friend from | 
inia will withdraw his amendment. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair announces that | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia is | 
before the committee, inasmuch as the gentleman | 
from Illinois appears to have accepted it, through | 
a renee. 

Mr. LETCHER, As I understand it, the | 
amendment has been adopted. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is true; the vote has 
been taken upon it. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. When we get into the | 


House I shall endeavor to remedy it. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I ask my friend from | 
Virginia to withdraw his amendment. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
too late to discuss the amendment, as it has been 
already adopted, and the Chair has announced 
that the bill was laid aside to’ be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. HAVEN. I wish to know whether the | 
bill appropriates twenty or twenty-five thousand 
dollars. Lunderstoed thegentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Ricuarpson] as offering an amendment to 
insert “* five’’ after the word *‘twenty,’’ so as to 
make it twenty-five thousand dollars. : 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill reads $20,000. 
‘Mr. BRIDGES. I wish to ask the chairman 
of the committee who the bill, whether | 
the sum of $25,000, eer at the last ses- | 
sion, is to Le expended by the Governor of Kan- | 
sas, and whether he has not commenced won 
the seoney or entered into a contract for that 


" r. WHITFIELD. I will state that no loca- 
tion has yet been made of a seat of government 
for Kansas, and not onedollar of money has been 
“fir, BRIDGES. Does 

- BRIDGES. the bill give the Gov- 
ernor the poy of selecting a site? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. It does,-but an amend-— 
ment was offered by the Committee on Terri- 
tories, in to this matter, which will relieve 
the Governor of a very unpleasant duty. 










|| Clerk to read a letter from 
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~ Mr. BRIDGES. I wish @® know whether the 
Governor has made a location ? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. He has not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to state—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Further debate is not in 
order, the bill having been laid aside to be reported 
to the House. 


MILITARY RESERVE AT THE ST. PETER’S. 


The CHAIRMAN. The business next in order 
is House bill (No. 688) to amend the act approved 
26th August, 1852, entitled ** An act to reduce 
and define the boundaries of the military reserve 
at St. Peter’s river, in the Territory of Minnesota, 
and for other oses.”” 

Mr. EASTMAN. I would like to hear the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands give 
the history of this bill, and explain the principles 
upon which it is based, as undoubtedly he can, 
anes the first section. As to second 
section, | shall move to strike it out. 

Mr. DISNEY. In answer to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, I will ask the Clerk to read the 
following papers, which give a history of the 
whole matter. In the first place, | will ask the 


r. Wilson, the Com- 
missioner of the Land Office. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Genera Lanp Orrice, December 13, 1854. 

Sir: The joint resolution in relation to the lands within 
the former military reserve, at Fort Snelling, referred to by 
you, is herewith returned; and, in relation thereto, I have 
the bonor to suggest that it be amended so as to embrace a 
class of cases that I understand exists in the Territory of 
Minnesota, where parties have settled on unsurveyed lands, 
laid off town sites thereon and sold lots, and the county 
sites have been located in those towns, under acts of the 


|| Territorial Legislature. 


I also suggest that provision be made in it for the case of 
the Rev. Mr. Gear, who had an improvement made within 
the reserve for a home in his declining years. In several 


|| communications to this office, Mr. Gear is stated tobe a 
|| most worthy and exemplary minister of the Gospel, who 


had faithfully discharged the duties of his office, and won 
the confidence and respect of the whole community. An 
attempt was made to wrong him of the land, but such were 
considered the merits of his case, that instructions were 
sent to land officere to withhold from the public sale, the 


|| land claimed by him, till the action of Congress could be 


had in the matter. 

Much has been said in relation to extending the pre- 
emption privilege to settlers within the former Fort Snelling 
reserve. The chief objections are— 

1. The value of the lands. 

2. That two or three individuals designated, will be 


specially benefited thereby. 


In relation to the first of these I would state, that the im- 
provements of the settlers have made the lands valuable, 
as without them they would be worth no more than the 
mass of the public domain of like character; and it would 
be a strange policy, and wholly inconsistent with the uoi- 
form policy of our Government to speculate on the labor, 
toil, and improvements of the actual settler. Every pre- 
emption law is a flat contradiction of such a measure. 

In relation to the second, it is evident that all laws of 
this character benefit some more than others; and surely 
there could be no weaker argument used than that the 
many should be wronged, to prevent the benefit of the few. 
I know but one of the gentlemen referred to, and have no 
wish to advance his interests over those of any other per- 
son. Principle alone should eg in this case, and the 
broad principle is, that laws should have general and uni- 
form bearing, and the good of the masses consulted, whether 
the few should bespecially benefited or injured. This és 
evidently the view taken of this case by the Legislature of 
the Territory, whose memorial to that effect is with the 


mnpees. 
see among the papers a 


nted card, the object of 
which is evident on the face; 


tas it is not signed, and 


|| BG One seems willing to endorse its sentiments, it. is, of 
|| course, entitled to no consideration. 


Inclosed I send you a draft of a substitute proposed for 
the original bill, containing the provisions here alluded to. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ JOHN WILSON, Commissioner. 
To Hon. D. T. Disney, House of ives. 


Memorial to Congress retative to preémption rights to 
settlers on lands recently embraced in the military re- 
serve of Fort Snelling. 


To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled : 

This memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota respectfully showeth: That on the lands 
formerly embraced in the reservation at Fort Snelt- 
ings in thia Territory, and now soon to be offered at public 

to the bi bidder, by provisions of the jate Congress 
reducing the limits of said reservation, many persons have 
made settiements and improvements, not for any purposes 
of speculation, but in good faith, as actual settlers seeking 
to make homes for themselves and their families, which 
homes and i vements constitute their entire worldly 
possessions. Phat by offering lands so settled to the high- 
est bidder, this meritorious class is exposed to the merci 
eupidity of avaricious speculators ; that this class, com- 
posed of those who are the pioneers of new counties, 
making the wilderness to blossom like the rose, and ere- 
sang doused for the public domain, deserves frora the 
General Government the same protection granted by pre- 
emption jaws to settlers on other public lands. We there- 
fore, your memorialists, respectfully pray you so to amend 
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y act above mentifned, as to secure to those who 
ave made settlements in good faith, and reside upon these 


lands, the right to enter, prior to the public sale, lands to 
cover their improvements at the minimum price of one 


dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 
N. C. D. TAYLOR, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 
8. B. OLMSTEAD, 
A President of the Council. 
ved, February 2, 1854. 
eter W. A.GORMAN. - 


Secnerary’s Orrice, St. Pavr, April 4, 1854. 

I hereby certify the foregoing . be a correct copy of the 

eriginal memorial on file in this Ay ovis ROSSER, 
Secretary of Minnesota Territory. 
Mr. DISNEY. Those members who have paid 
eny attention to the bill and the papers which 
have just been read at the Clerk’s desk, will see 
that no argument is needed on my part. The 
Commissioner of the General Land Office has given 
the reasons for the passage of his bill. It provides 


thet the lande in this reserve shall be disposed of 


as public lands are disposed of under the general 
land law regulating their disposel and sale. There 
is nothing else in it, save the solitary provision in 
relation to the individual designated in the second 
section of the bill, allowing him the preémption 
right to the tract indicated in that section. 
repeat there is nothing in the bill but the subject- 
ing the land in the military reserve, to the general 
land law, now in force, providing for the sale and 
disposal of the public lands. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Other gentlemen may be 
satisfied of the correctness of this biil, but [ am 
not. In reference to preémption rights allowed 
by this Government, I think the whole system 
of preémption ailowed upon lands reserved by 
the Government, as in the present case, is wrong. 
There was a large reserve, which settlers gen- 
erally could not settle upon, with any expecta- 
tion of being allowed to retain it, as long as it re- 
mained so, Large settlements were made in that 
immediate vicinity before the reserve was taken 
off by the Government. After the reserve was 
set off, there were certain men, influential, per- 
haps,—I do not know who,—who, by the strong 
arm of money, went upon the land and made pre- 


emption ts, either by themselves or by men 
employed for that purpose. And the poor men, 
those who had but litle money, and but few 


friends, were driven away, and prevented from 
going there, and entering into a fair and equal 
competition for those lands. It seems to me that 
» to extend the preémption law to such men as 
those I first mentioned, is, to say the least, to set 
a bad precedent. 

The only fair way of disposing of public lands 
of this character, is to put them up at public auc- 
tion, and let those have them who will oy 
highest price in epen and fair competition. How 
came these improvements there, and how came 
these men who claim preémption rights upon 
them? The law did not authorize the improve- 
ments to be made, or the men to settle upon the 
lands. To use the ordinary term appl 
if they ** squatted ”’ upon 
content to take the consequences of that act. 

It seems to me that the only fair course ad 
Government can pursue, is to offer those lands 
sale at public auction, and thereby allow the whole 
publie to compete for them. Then, if the land is 
worth ten dollars an acre, it will command that 
sum, and if it is worth only $1 25 an acre, it will 
only sell for that amount. If it is worth a hundred 
or five hundred dollars an acre, as some of it is, the 
Government of the United States will be no poorer 
in consequence of offering it at public auction. 

A word in relation to this second section. I 
know nothing about this Rev. E. G. Gear, 
that he was a Chaplain to the Army, and that he 
made his s t upon a portion of this reser- 
vation, wh was chaplain to the Army, and 
as such receiving the pay and emolyments 
ing to that position, Now this was a 
ment reserve, and I ask what right had this 
any more than any other poor man, to go a 
make improv ts upon it: All other men who 
attempted to enter n_this reserve, at another 
time, were driven off. But here was a man, in 
the ent of the receiving the 
vements upon a 


vern- 


pay and emoluments of 





' 





ied tothem, | 
lands, they must be | 


| man will be deprived of his improvements. 


This reserve is near Fort Snelling, and is very 
| valuable. If it should be offered for sale at pub- 
| lic auction it would command a large price. It 
may be said, in answer, that, if you do not pass 
| this bill as it is, giving him that right, the poor 
fhe 
| went on to the land in violation of law, and had 
| no right to make the improvements, he must take 
| the consequences of his acts, as other people are 
|. obliged to do, who are placed in similar circum- 
| stances. It seems to me this bill is all wrong, and 
ought not to pass. 

| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I know very 
| little about thia bill now under consideration, 
| having never seen it until it was laid upon my 
| table this morning. It seems, however, to bea 
‘ bill unanimously reported by the Committee on 
| Public Lands,and appears reasonable and just in 
| its provisions. But I see that the second section 
| provides for reserving the preémption right of the 
ev. Mr. Gear, to which my friend from Wis- 
| consin [Mr. Eastman] objects. 

Now, I wish to say a word to the committee in 
| regard to this second section, and the individual 
| mentioned in it. The Rev. Mr. Gear has been a 
chaplain at Fort Snelling, ‘‘ the time whereof the 
memury of man runneth notto thecontrary.’’ He 
is aman eminent for his virtues and piety. He 
went there at a very early day, and has been ever 
since upon that frontier, discharging every duty 
imposed upon him by the obligations of his sacred 
| Office. By the consent, as I understand, of the 
| officers of the Government, and of the Govern- 
| ment itself, he was permitted to take up a little 
| patch of land, upon which he has long resided, 
| and has cultivated from that day to this. All that 
| is asked on his behalf is, that he may have the 





| from the earliest period of the Government, 


Mr. WHEELER. How much land is there? 

Mr. RICE. One hundred and sixty acres. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Itis only just we should 
allow this man the right we allow to every other 
man by our preémption laws—giving him the 
benefit of his own labor and improvements. As 
I understand the objection made by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Eastman,] it is that he had 
no right upon that land. He had a right there, 
because he went upon it by the consent of the Gov- 
ernment, and remained there by the consent of the 
| Government from the time he entered upon it 
down to this time. If he is not protected by this 
bill—and he has had possession some twenty years, 
as I learn—the cojsequence will be that specu- 
| lators will be permitted to come in and receive the 
benefits of this man’s improvements. I trust the 
committee will not sanction such a proceeding, 
but will pass this second section just as it is, and 
protect this exceilent man, who is so worthy the 
protection of ag, gion” 

Mr. HENN. I would ask the gentleman from 
Illinois whether Mr. Gear has not dene more ser- 
vice for the Government, in preventing Indian‘hos- 
tilities than the land is worth ten times over? 

Mr. WASHBURNE,. Yes, sir. Everybody 
who knows that gentleman will fully attest the 
valuable service which he has rendered the Gov- 
ernment upon the frontier. I mentioned this 
morning, in debate, the fact that Minnesota had 
not, like most of the other Territories, been devas- 
tated by Indian wars, which had cost the Gov- 
ernment hundreds and thousands of dollars. This 
is owing, I think, in agreat measure, to the char- 
acter of the people of that Territory. The in- 
fluence of men of the high character of Mr. Gear 
has contributed to insure us peace among all those 
roving Indian tribes, and saved the Government 
vast sums of money. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. Chairman, I have been tly 
surprised at the remarks of the gentleman—I mean 
the member from Wisconsin, [Mr. Eastman ] 
He, a western man, asks ay what right the peo- 
ple went upon this land? ey went upon it with 
the same right that settlers have gone upon all 
other United States lands. All the lands io our 
other Territories have been settled in precisely the 
same manner. ; 


is military reservation of Fort Snelling was 
a tap tees Gab asd raat now proceed to ex- 
plain the reasons for its being so ies. I went 
there when there was not a white family within 
onic aearititon eds’ bates 'wecn sweater 
m was . use the ga 
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| benefit of the preémption principle, recognized | 


January 31, 


| The line was run so as to embrace Jand from which 
these essential articles could be supplied. A few 

ears 
| lahed, the wood and hay having been 


on a portion of it. 


ex 
What was cut off from the 
| reservation was settled on under the general pre. 
,emption law. In 1852, for a similar reason, the 
| reservation was further reduced. Notwithstand. 
_ing these reductions, the reservation now covers 
| an extent of nine miles incircumference. Settlers 
| are not allowed to 50 upon the t reservation, 
By reference to the act of 1852, however, I am 
of the opinion that a fair construction would be 
thatit ought to be subject to the preémption laws. 
That construction has been given to the act by 
some of the highest officers of the Government, 
and under that construction settlers have gone 
upon it. ae have cultivated the land upon 
which they ed, and made improvements upon 
it. In my hand I hold a list of the men, women 
and children, upon this reservation, exclusive of 
those upon town sites. There are five hundred of 
| them; and their names are put to a petition, which 
gentlemen may be assured, by looking at it, is 
not penned by the nimble hands of speculators. 
Here, also, is an accurate list of the improvements 
upon the reservation. I shall not call it a military 
| reservation, for it is not a military reservation, 
|The military reservation proper still stands; this 
bill does not affect it. e improvements are 
valued at $1,246,000. 
| Under these circumstances, Mr. Chairman, it 
cannot be wondered at that I am surprised any 
western man would rise here, and ask this body 
_ to allow speculators to put in sealed bids against 
| these hardy pioneers—in fact to allow the settlers 
to be turned out of house and home and deprived 
of their improvements. This surely is not the 
treatment which this Government should give 
these men whom the goddess of liberty sent into 
the great West to enlarge the area of freedom. 
When gentlemen want to kill measures like this 
they raise the cry of ‘‘ Speculators!’’ ‘* Specu- 
lators!’? Speculators is always the cry. This 
cry, however, will not deter us from setting the 
| facts of the case before the committee, relying on 
it for the granting of what is justly due to all our 
citizens. There isa very valuable point upon this 
reservation. It is occupied by some fifteen hun- 
dred men, and in the bill there is a clause to extend 
so Much of the act of 1844 as regulates the sale 
of town sites. This does not look like taking the 
land from the settlers. On the contrary, the pro- 
| vision is for the purpose of giving each settler his 
| own little piece of ground, whether it embraces 
sixty feet, or one hundred and fifty feet. This, 
then, refutes the argument about ulators. 
There is another couettentions the people of 
that far north—and I am proud to have it in my 
power to say so—have erected the first bridge 
across the Mississippiriver. It is one of the most 
magnificent wire suspension bri in the coun- 
try; and we give its owners, this bill, the 
one hundred feet wide of the reservation upon 
which its western end rests. The bill also gives 
the builders of churches, school-houses, col- 
leges upon the reservations their improvements 
and the land upon which they are ed. 
One word before I take my seat in reference to 
the Rev, Mr. Gear. I have known him leng and 
well, and I have only known him to respect and 
admire his many virtues. He has been at Fort 
Snelling for twen and 


| 
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of the land. No, sir; they are willing-to pay for 
it, | opposed a similar bill at the last session, 
pecause it allowed one or two men to take these 
town sites all to themselves. —_ are denied 
exclusive privileges by this bill. The land goes 
in lots to those who have settled upon it, never 
mind who they may be. I trust the bill may be 

sed. 
Per. WHEELER. I am somewhat surprised, 
Mr. Chairman, that the passage of this bill is 
asked because this man is a prgacher. He was 
sent out tu that eee preach peace, and he 
was paid for going. use he has done what 
he agreed to do we are now to give him extra 
emolument, 

Mr. RICE. Nothing is asked for him but that 
he shall be allowed to pay for the land he has 


improved. 

Mr. WHEELER. According to the gentle- 
man’s own statement he has been violating the 
jaw for twenty yeafs. ~* 

Mr. RICE. 0, sir, He went upon the land, 
which it is proposed we shall allow him to pay 
for, by permission of the War Department. 

Mr. WHEELER. If permission was granted, 
it was without any legal right on the part of the 
War Department. The gentleman does not gain 
anything in either view of the case. 

This preacher las put up, according to the state- 
ments which have been made, some paltry houses 
upon this land; but he does not ask for the im- 
provements. No, sir, he asks and desires to get 
the one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. He asks only what 
every settler asks, and has been granted. 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentieman’s remark 
does not apply to military reservations. I do not 
like either to oppose or vote for this bill, on the 
ground simply of this man being a clergyman. 
But appeal is made that he is aged and decrepid, 
and has aT ie him for support a great 
many children. Now, thereare many men in the 
country similarly circumstanced, who would like 
to be helped in just the same manner. Why 
should we discriminate? If this man has served 
his ae long and well, put him upon your 
pension roll. Without detaining the committee 
further, I shall simply say that I shall vote against 
the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, there 
isa single view of this subject which, it strikes 
me, must dispose of all the objections which have 
been made. When settlers go upon lands to 
which the Indian title has not been extinguished, 
or which have not been surveyed, and having 
endured the hardships of the wilderness, make 
improvements which have the effect to hasten the 
settlement @f the country, is it to be urged as an 
objection to these men getting a title to their lands 
that they were trespassers upon the public lands ? 
Has that been the policy of the Government? It 
has not been the policy of the Government in the 
past. It has been your policy to extend the pro- 
tecting arm of the Government over the first 
settlers and explorers of your country. Sir, it is 
asound policy. It is one which has borne your 
flag to where it is now floating upon the other 
side of the codtinent. It is one which, if it had 
not been extended to your early settlers, by giving 
them the right of preémption, by giving them 
the right to enter their home and to purchase the 
lands upon which they have made improvements, 
if you had not protected’ these ‘‘ trespassers,” if 
yee choose to call them by that name, your pub- 
ic lands would not have settled to near the 
extent — oe now settled, nor would tg 
country have been near as prosperousas it now is. 
; Sie,do you tell the that it is reasonable, that it is 
right, that it is just, that it is proper, that when 
this man has gone into the wilderness, felled the 
savage forest, and made his home valuable, that 
you should permit his land to be put up at auction, 
and bid upon by the man who has remained in 
the bosom of society, and who has amassed the 
wealth that will enable him to outbid the poor 
settler? If the past policy of the Government 
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Mr. HENDR . [desire to ask the gen- 
eman a question in relation to what he speaks of 
as the. ‘policy of the Government in such 
cases. I ask him if the Government has ever 
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to educate three children presented him by his wife at the 
same birth. 





legalized entries of this sort, where have 

gone upon the public lands before they have been 

surveyed and brought into market? Ido not now See 

recollect a single case where such a thing has || The CHAIRMAN. The chair is of opinion 

occurred. | that the gentleman’s amendment is not in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will refer the gentle- || Mr. WALBRIDGE. I call for a vote upon 

| man to three or four cases where the same thing || the question. L 

| has occurred precisely, and I could refer him to Mr. RUSSELL. It strikes me that there should 
many more. The town of Burlington, in the || be an amendment in the sixteenth line of the first 
State of lowa, was settled in precisely the same || section. | move to insert after the word ‘‘circum- 
way, and the claims of the settlers confirmed by || stances,” the words “proof and payment,” so as 
the roan In Fort Madison the same was || co make the clause mame: yh ae 
true, and the same was also true of Dubuque, lowa. nd where any of sai come a prevenone 
And, sir, wherever we have had sally mations || °f the act of May 23, 1844, for We relief of the citizens of 





; ; : ” or A ited States, und rtai 

the same policy has prevailed in every single in- |, prmne one! pba adekaraath aattomade whe 

stance. in three months after the passage of this act; and in ei'her 
Mr. HENN. I wish to ask the chairman of || ©2*¢, if the evtries are not made within that time, the claim 





shall be forfeited. 


This amendment is necessary to make the sen- 
tence grammatical. 


the Committee on Territories if we have not 
passed a bill during the present week covering a 
| precisely similar case? Did we not pass a bill | 
ranting preémption privileges to a settler upon || The amendment was agreed to. 
ck Island, in the Mississippi river ? Mr. WALBRIDGE. I now move that the 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 was on the point of || bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with 
alluding to the very case to which the gentleman || the recommendation that it do pass. 
from lowa has called my attention. Rock Island The motion was agreed to. 
was a military post in the Mississippi river; it SALE OF MILITARY RESERVES. 
was the last point at which the Indians made their The next bill upon the Calendar was Senate 


stand prior to their emigration west of the Mis-|/ }i)| (No. 129) to authorize the sale of reserved 
sissippl. The whole island was a military reser- |) lands, and for other purposes. 


|| vation, and it is only within two or three days, I The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 
think—certainly within the last week—that this | 

|| House passed a biil confirming the title to certain 
lands upon this reservation, upon which he had 
|| located, and allowing him to enter it at $1 % |) iness. 

per acre. The land is now worth some seven or \ Mr. DISNEY. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
eight thousand dollars. But when he entered upon || js a Jittle too fast. It is true that the bill relates 
it 1t was not worth $125 per acre. And, sir, will | to military reserves generally, but the particular 
| this Government place itself in the attitude of || cases now calling for action under this bill are in 
claiming to receive for itself the toil and labor of || the Territories. 

a citizen for nothing? The Government does not | I desire to say further, that there is at present 
need the money, and it would be an act of gross || no law authorizing the sale of any military reserve 
and outrageous injustice if it did. either in a Territory or a State. There is no law 
Bhi oh ope. tener, She ene a. een any fanctionary of this Government 
policy inr atter, and | will not || erv 
| trouble the committee by further remarks in rela- sey Pn eels cal adonad ter eae 





| Mr. EASTMAN.,® £ submit that that bill is 
|| not in order. It is not a territorial bill, and has 





























: 5 after they shall have been abandoned for military 
|| tion to it. purposes. Now, such cases are continually oc- 
curring in the Territories, and some provision 
ought to be made to dispose of the military re- 
serves thus abandoned. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill is general in its 
character; it applies to all the public lands which 
have been reserved for military purposes, and, 
therefore, in the opinion of the Chair, it is not a 
territorial bill. 

Mr. HENN. I would suggest to the Chair 
that the bill was reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands, under the cai) for reports of a ter- 
ritorial character. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
bill has been improperly reported and taken up 
| during the spiced doden for terrritorial business. 
It is not in order. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL OF UTAH. 

The bill was accordingly passed over, and the 
committee proceeded to take up the next bill upon 
the Calendar, being House bill (No 689) to es- 
| tablish the office of surveyor general of Utah, and 


Mr. MACE. I wish to speak one word in 
reference to the true character of this case. The 
| bill provides that this poor old minister shal] have 

the privilege, before these lands are offered in 
market, to buy his little home at $1 25 per acre. 

It is urged by gentlemen who object to the bill, 
that the land should be put up at auction and 
| sold to the highest bidder. Now, then, suppose 
| this plan was carried out, and the bidders were 
| assembled, ! ask you, Mr. Chairman, if you sup- 
|| pose any honest, honorable man, would bid against 
| this person for his home? The answer at once is, 
that he would not. Then, sir this whole — 
resolves itself into this one proposition: Will you 
permit a mean, contemptible scoundrel to attend 
the sale and purchase this old man’s home from 
him. Thatis all there is of it. 

Mr.SKELTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana one question fpr information. What 
quantity of land will each of these claimants get 
ra = 

r. . cannot get more one 
hundred and sixty acres each. ee 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Some of 
them will not get that. 

Mr. RICE. 1 will state that some of the claim- 
ants will not get more than ten acres, some will 
get forty or fifty, and according to the provisions 
of the bill, none of them ¢an get more than one 
hundred and sixty acres. Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not want to have 

Mr. SKELTON. Is this town land ? | the bill considered now. 
* Mr. RICE. It is land which these claimants || Mr. DISNEY. I do not desire to press an 
‘have improved and lived upon. | course of action that might come in conflict wit 
_ Mr. RKELTON. What is the value of the | the genefal wish of the committee. But this bill 








to grant land to actual settlers therein. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I object to the consid- 
eration of that bill at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will put 
the question to the committee, whether the bill 
| shall be passed over. 

Mr. LETCHER. What is the objection? 


es 





improvements ? | is a very important one. There is a necessity for 
Mr. RICE. Why, I suppose they have ex- || # survey of the clands in the Territory of 
perded a million ant a half of dollars there. Utah, and for establishment of the office of 


Mr. GREENWOOD. Is this subject amend- || °Urveyor general. ' To that extent, therefore, the 


bill is exceed: important—quite as important 
ont. CHAIRMAN. Itie as cagrednnatieate bill before the committee, 
Mr. GREED ; Well, sir, 1 send up an Why, in view of this fact, the chairman of the 


' amendment to the Clerk’s table, which | desire to || Committee ow Territories would pass it by, it re- 
ei Ge nitoiline ue as an additional section The CHAIRMAN, The Chair must remark 
It is in the following words: : . 


| been improperly placed among the territorial bus- ~ 
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remark in reply to the 
That gentleman knows that we have but-a few 
hours left for the disposal of territorial business. 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) No debate 
is in order. The rule upon the subject is as fol- 
lows: 

‘* In the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
the billashall be taken up and disposed of in their order ow 
the Calendar, but when objection is made to the considera- 
tion of a bill, a majority of the committee shall decide, | 
without debate, whether it shall be taken up and disposed of 
or laid aside.’’ 


Objection being made to the consideration of 


this bill, the question is, “Shall inbe laid aside?” | 
Mr. RICHARDSON, J withdraw the objec- | 
tion, as we shall probably be left withouta quorum || 


if a division takes place. sg 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the question must | 
be taken upon laying the bill aside. 

Mr. HENN. [I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wueeter 
and Boyce were appointed. 

The committee was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 58. 

So the bill was loid aside for the present. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the committee 
de now rise. 

The question was then taken; and the motion | 
was disagreed to. 


House bill (No. 544) regulating the location of | 
bounty land warrants in Oregon Territory, was | 
next taken up, 

The bill authorizes any person residing in the | 
Territory of Oregon, who is now, or may hereafter 
become, the legal holder of a bounty land warrant, 
to locate the same on any surveyed land in said 
Territory, not in the possession of any other law- 
ful claimant, on making notification of such loca- 
tion in due form in the land office established’ in 
said Territory. The second section of the bill 
authorizes any legal holder of a bounty land war- 





rant, residing in the Territory of Oregon, to locate 
the same on any fraction of a section, or fractious 


of sections in said Territory, not in the occupa- | 


tion of any other lawful claimant or claimants as 
shall be equal, in the aggregate, to the number of 
acres specified in the warrant. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Cammittee on Public 
Lands have re 
to strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert the following: 


That those persons who may be entitled to a donation in 
the Territory of Oregon, under existing laws, and who are 





anthorized to make payment therefor at $125 per acre, | 


may, in lieu of such payment, locate specific portions of || 
the land thus donated with a military warrant or warrants, || 


each warrant to cover a tract as near the denomination of | 
the warrant as practicable, payment being made for any | 
excess in quantity in any one of said locations, | 
Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That any resident of | 
the said Territory of Oregon who is the holder and owner 
of a military bounty land warrant certificate, and who is 
the grantee of such certificate, and not the assignee, may | 
loeate the same on any surveyed public land in said Ter | 
ritory, not in possession of, or claimed by, any other lawful | 


claimant; which locations shall be made in the same manner | 


and ve governed by the same rules as is now, or may here- 
after be, prescribed in the location of warrants on Other 
public lands of the United States. 


The question was taken on the.adoption of the 
foregoing amendment; and it was adopted. 

Mr. FULLER. 1 would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee oa Public Lands whether 
there has been any instance in which donations 
of lands have been authorized to be made, where 
they had not been surveyed previously. if there 
is anything about our land system that I admire, 
it ie the system of surveys, which is so well cal- 
culated to prevent litigation. I should like to hear 
an explanation upon the subject before 1 vote for 
a bill of this a. 

Mr. HOWE. The bill may be exactly right 
in every particular, but I would be glad to know, 
from some of the friends of the measure, what 
reason there is for ing a different rule in 
Hoo ae from that in other Territories. 
If the bill is correct, I am prepared to vote for it. 


sere en eae ee ee 
ennsylvania, is u 
pre ns 


al he may receive it himself for his services. 
The object of this bill, in the first place, i 
enable him to locate land with his 

siead of money, as he is now authorized to do, 


| 
I renew the | 
| 
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BOUNTY LANDS IN OREGON. 
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rted this bill with an amendment, || 








'| order. 














warrant himself, to locate it upon any surveyed 
public lands in the Territories. 


ADE. I should like to ask the gentle- 


_man from Iowa whether this bill permits the loca- 
| uon of any lands which are not.surveyed? 


Mr. HENN. Notataill. 


Mr.LETCHER. The phraseology of this bill | 


| seems to be a little curious: ‘* Shall locate specific 


portions of the land donated.”’ 

Mr. HENN. I will state to the gentleman from 
Virginia, that the bill was drawn up by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land 
committee adopted the phraseology used by him. 


Mr. LETCHER. Why locate upon donated | 


lands? 
Mr. HENN. At present, persons locating land 
are required to pay money for it, and this provision 


|| is made so that the land warrant may be used in 
|| the place of money. 


r. LANE, of Oregon. 
donation law donates to actual settlers any unoc- 


cupied surveyed lands that they may choose. A || 
| Subsequent law authorizes them to perfect their 


title by paying $1 25 an acre instead of claiming 
under a four years’ residence. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House witha recommendation that it do pass. 


OTHER TERRITORIAL BILLS. 

The following bills, coming up in their order, 
were then cor sidered, and laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a recommendation that they do 

ass: 
r A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the Territory of Oregon; 

A bill for the construction of certain military 
roads in the Territory cf Kaneas; 

A bill making an appropriation for & territorial 
road in the Territory of Nebraska; and 

An act making appropriations for the construc- 
tion of certain military roads in the Territories of 
Nebraska and Washington; 

HOUSE BILL NO, 698. 

The next bill which came up for consideration, 
in order, was House bill (No. 698) to amend the 
act of Congress, approved May 23, 1844, entitled 
““An act for the relief of the citizens of towns 
upon lands of the United States, under certain 
circumstances.”’ 

The bill having been reported, 

Mr. LETCHER said: I rise to a question of 
The bill which has just been reported does 
not come up for consideration under the resolution 
of the House, devoting Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday to territorial business. It does not 
relate to territorial business, 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a statement 
in regard to this bill, to which the gentleman from 
Virginia objects. ‘Ihe bill under consideration 
grew out of the condition of the inhabitants of the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, and is in- 
tended to meet their case. Various applications 
have been made to Congress in reference to the 
provisions enacted by Congress in relation to town 
sites in Kansas and Nebraska. There have been 
some half dozen bills introdueed and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and they dis 
of the whole of them by proposing an amendment 
to the general law, which will cover their case. 

Mr. LETCHER. |] want to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio one question. Is there a surveyed 
town in either of the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska ? 7 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is in Minnesota 
and Washington. 

Mr. DISNEY. There are surveyed lands in 
the various Territories, including Kansas and Ne- 


braska. 

Mr. LETCHER. I mean towns. I ask if 
ome ; a survey town in either of those Terri- 
tories 
Mr. DISN ar Bei have. been borepet — 
are now occu ; the parties intereste ve 
made feation vo Con for a special act for 
their and out of those spphentions has 
grown the bill now under consideration before the 
committee. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will give the reasons for 
my course in regard to this bill. The 
from Utah has ruled out almost er 


It is merely | 


ffice, and the | 


| the question of order? 


I wish to.say that the | 


| My objection is based 
inde 
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oe ——— ee ee 
tleman from Ohio. | the same as in the States. In the second place, || thus far, he having had but one bill, in which he 
| the bill authorizes a person who served for a 


is more immediately interested, presented to-ds 
If these bills, not*relating to territorial busines 


il | are to be permitted to come up for consideratio, 

_ extending privileges to the people of Oregon that | he is practically excluded altogether, 

| ane ponerse in other parts of the country. 
r. 


Now, if 


|| we are to attend to territorial business, let those 
| measures occupy the attention of this committee 
’ 


and let every Delegate have an equal right upon 
‘this floor. 


Mr. DISNEY. I did not conclude what I hag 
to say. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 


| of the gentleman from Virginia if he objecis to 


the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 do. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman objects. 
and the first question is, will the House lay aside 
the bill? That question is not debatable, 

Mr. HAMILTON. Has the Chair decided 


The CHAIRMAN. 
to be decided. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not withdraw my 
uestion of order, and 1 want the decision of the 
hair upon the general character of this bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I wish to say, if the gentleman 
from Virginia knew all the facts in this case, he 
would be the very first member in this House to 
insist upon the consideration of this bill. If he 
knew the operation of it, and the abuses at which 
it is leveled, he would be the last man to object, 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 will say to the alae 
I do not raise the question upon such grounds. 
upon consideration entirely 
pendent of the abuses which the bill is designed 
to remedy. I want all the Delegates to have an 
equal chance in this committee, and if all bills of 
this character—nvt relating to Territorial busi- 
ness—are to be considered, there is. one Delegate 
who will have no chance. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill which has been 
reported, and now under consideration, is general 
in its” provisions, and is applicable to States as 
well as to Territories, and, therefore, is not entitled 
to be considered undeg the reselution of the House 
setting aside the three days for the consideration 
of territorial business. The Chair holds the point 
tone well taken, and rules the bill out’ of 
order. 


The other question is first 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickrns, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, upon the amendment to the 
bill of the Senate (No. 30) entitled ** An act for 
the relief Thomas Marston Taylor.” 

And that the Senate has passed a bill of the fol- 
fowing title: 

Senate bill, (No. 538,) An act for the relief of 
Jacob Dodson. . 


SECRETARY OF MINNESOTA TERRITORY. 

The next bill which came up in order for con- 
sideration was Senate resolution (No. 29) for the 
relief of the Secretary of the Territory of Minne- 
sota. The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. EDGERTON, I rise to, question of 
order. It is, whether that bill is in order under 
the resolution restricting us to the consideration 
of territorial business? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
think that it is a priv 

Mr. RICHARDSON, "Puesire to call the atten- 
tion of the Chair, for a moment, to one point. 
This bill relates to the salary of an officer of a 

erritory. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, I Ask thegentleman 
Ohio to allow a letter I have, in reference to this 
subject, to be read, and I think he will not object 
The CHAIRMAN. The sulary of the secre- 
tary of the Terri <a 
Scowsied ficiey Ine It Wtherelore, ix aba coe 

v Jaw. It is, therefore, in the opin- 
Ss he and not 


Ss 


ion of the Chair, a privat t a. territorial 
bill;-no more. shee.» el ae he of any 
other officer. The Chair } oint of order 
well taken, and rules the bill out of order. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that he was misinformed in relation to House bill 

No. 566) to extend to the Territories generally the 
j,ws regulating the fees and compensation of offi- 
vers, and the suitors of the United States qgprts in 
Oregon, as to its being improperly placed upon the 

ket. 

doi, RICHARDSON. I withdraw my objev- 
tion to the bill (No. 689) in reference to Utah. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
pill for the relief of the secretary of the Territory 
of Minnesota be reported toethe House with a 
recommendation that it be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House. ‘ 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I wish the gentleman 
would so modify his motion as simply to refer it 
back to the House. 

Mr. JONES. By no means. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would say that 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee can- 
not be entertained, except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES. Well, then, I withdraw my 
motion, and let it remain in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, where it is now. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. . right that it should 
goto a Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. I will say, then, if it goes to 
the House upon a recommendation to send it toa 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calerdar, 
the previous question will be called, and, without 
an opportunity to look into it, to examine it, to 
object to it, or have a report upon it, the House 
will be called upon to vote upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will say to the gen- 
tleman, that I will save him all trouble of that 
sort, as far as [ can, and will aid him in giving it 
the proper direction by sending it to a Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


COMPENSATION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


House bill (No. 566) to extend to the Terri- 
tories generally the laws regulating the fees and 
compensation of officers and the suitors of the 
United States courts ir. Oregon, was next taken 
up in its order upon the Calendar, and reported to 
the committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I raisea point 
of order upon that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not read 
the bill, as it has not been printed. If the Chair 
is correctly informed, it provides that the fees 
prescribed by the fee bill, passed sometime since, 
at the last session of Congress, he believes, shall 
regulate the fees and compensation which the 
clerks and marshals of the United States shall 
charge in the Territories. 

Mr. McQUEEN. If I understood the bill when 
it was read, it provides for the same fees to the 
judicial officers of the Territories as were given to 
those officers in California by the act of 1853. If 
so, | trust that gentlemen will refer to that act, 
which was passed in consideration of the peculiar 
circumstances surrounding the case, before they 
act upon this measure. If they do examine it, 
they will find an exorbitant eof fees, which 
should not be allowed in this instance. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do not 
pass. . 

HOMESTEAD BILL FOR UTAH. 

House bill (No. 689) to establish the office of 
surveyor general of Utah, and to grant land to 
actual settlers thereon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. How does 
that bill get before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN, It is the only bill upon 
the Calendar which is not disposed of. It was 
passed by some time since. 

Mr.L HER. I move to di with the 
first reading of the bill, and that the Clerk proceed 
to read it by sections fur amendment. 

The question was taken; aad the motion was 


agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 understand, Mr. 
this is the only bill und of now 
upon the ir, of territorial business. Then, 
to see whether the committee is willing to do some 
justice, at tae r bony af tah, which 
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lavote. Ifa majority is willing to give the same | TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
law in this matter to Utah which the other Ter- || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The lar 
| ritories have had, then let them doit. We recol- | order of business is the consideration of Senate bill 
| — Mr. Chairman, the discussion—the protracted | (No. 60) authorizing the construction of a subter- 
| Sateen recta at po ok ae H ame line of Se ae oe Mississippi or 
liar institutions ot th people sf thal Ferriordrepd | pending 40 tee > saauerer on nan 
if we get involved in a similar discussion now we |" Mr. WHEELER. pon that question I de- 
could not, were we to sit here for the next week, | mand the yeas and nays. 
dispose of the measure. We could not,in my |. Mr. RI HARDSON obtained the floor. 
| opinion, even under the five-minute rule of debate, | Mr. HAMILTON. I move to lay that ‘bill 
| get it out of committee withina week. To test the | upon the table. 
| sense of the body upon the subject, | have moved | Mr. RICHARDSON. Is the gentleman from 
| to strike out the enacting clause. || Maryland entitled to the floor to make that motion? 
| Mr, DISNEY. I desire to say a single word. || The SPEAKER pro tempore. He.is not. 
[Cries of ** Let us vote !”’ “* Question !”"} || Mr. RICHARDSON. I moveto substitute for 
¥ oe Sart ara Ftrustthe gentleman may || that bill the one I offered in committee this morn- 
| be indu in an explanation, || ing. 
Mr. DISNEY. Let the vote be taken, | ‘Mr. PHELPS. “I rise to « question of order. 
The question was taken; and Mr. Jones’s motion || The bill was reported from the Committee of the 
was agreed to; and the bill was then laid aside to | Whole on the state of the Union, with the recom- 
be reported to the House with the action thereon. || mendation that the enacting clause be stricken out. 
Mr. JONES. I move that the committee do || The amendment of the gentleman from Iimois is, 
now rise. , || therefore, not in order until the question has been 
roe question was taken; and the motion was | taken upon concurring in the report of the com- 
agreed to. || mittee, 
eThe committee accordingly rose;and theSpeaker | Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported | Missouri is correct. 
| that the Committee of the Whole on the stateof | Mr. CRAIGE. Did I not understand the gen- 
| the Union had had the state of the Union generally | tleman from Illinois to propose that cuch bills as 
| under consideration, and particularly the special || were objected to should be passed over without 
| order on territorial business, and had directed him | consideration to-day? If thatis the understanding, 
| to report sundry bills, some with and some without || I object to this bill. 
| amendment; in which it asked the concurrence of | The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
OL P aiatieonor iiahiene mitiit a to ae oe North Carolina that 
r. : r. aker, | suggest || the gentleman from Illinois proposed that the 
| to the House that the Clerk vaae over the tiles || Clerk should read the bills by tele titles, and 
| of the bills just reported, and that when he has || those to which no objection was made passed en 
| finished all those to which no objection has been || masse. “But his proposition having been objected 
| made, they be voted on en masse. It is important 1 to, the bills come up regularly in their order for 
| this business should be disposed of this evening. | consideration. 
If allowed to go over it may be superseded. Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire once more to 
Mr. ROWE. I move that the House do now || make a proposition to the House in reference to 
adjourn. | this particular bill. 1f the House will give its con- 
wil withdrew hie emotion to adjoure woul 1 can || be-pitted p-hareaher Sore ec of che-Eieest; I 
| be up herea or a vote of the House 
| get the unanimous consent of the House to have | will not artes a vote upon it now. ‘ 





these bills taken up and acted on to-morrow? Mr. CRAIGE. I have no objection to that, 
Mr. ROWE. I withdraw the motion to ad- Mr. KEITT. I desire to inquire of the Chair 


journ. whether, in case the House adjourns in its present 
‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois || stage of proceedings, these bills will come up to- 

demands the previous question upon all the bills || morrow morning for the action of the House? 

which have been reported from the committee. | The SPEAKER pro tempore. The,Chair is of 
Mr. WHEELER. What has become of my | 


‘ | the opinion that business relating to the Territo- 
motion to adjourn? Iamnade the motion, and have || ries having been made the special order for three 
not withdrawn it. 


|| days only, and the time set apart being limited to 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No such motion || to-day, if the House should now adjourn, the bills 

has been pending. would all,-in the morning, be found upon the 
Mr. WHEELER. I certainly made the motion. || Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman’s Mr. KEITT. And come up for action? 
colleague from New York [Mr. Rowe] was || TheSPEAKER pro tempore. And would not 
recognized, by the Chair. The Chair, however, || come up for action until every other bill upon the 
| recognizes the gentleman now. Does he move || Speaker’s table had been taken up and disposed of. 

that the House adjourn? Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 wish to 
Mr. WHEELER. I do. make a suggestion to the House, J ask the Chair 
The motion was not agreed to. | whether, by unanimous consent, the amendment 
Mr. RICHARDSON. There is a number of || proposed by the gentleman from Illinois to the bill 
bills reported from committees to which there is || for a subterranean telegraph cannot be received, 
| no objection, and there areseveral othersto which | the previous question ordered upon all the bills, 
| gentlemen are opposed. My proposition now is, || and the House adjourn, without sending the bills 
| that the House pass at once such of the bills as || to the Speaker’s table? 
there is no objection to, and allow the previous | The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
| question to be seconded upon the others, and then, | state that, if the previous question is ordered upon 
| if the House do not wish to dispose of them this i the bills, the substitute of the getitleman from Iili- 
afternoon, let it adjourn. | nois can still be offered to the bill for the construc- 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thegentleman’s || tion of a subterranean telegraph. That bill, how- 

roposition will be acted upon, unless there is ob- | ever, being reported from the committee with the 
jestion. recommendation that the enacting clause be stricken 
Mr. WHEELER. I ohieet. || out, the amendment is not now in order. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Then.go on with the | Mr. WASHBURN. My proposition is this—— 
bills in their regular order. || Mr.HASILTOM. I object to the gentleman’s 

Mr. PRATT. The chairman of the Committee | proposition. . - 
of Ways and Means, this morning, tried to get ||. Mr. RICHARDSON. For the purpose of 
the consent. of the House to print a substitute for ; these bills from going to the Speaker’s 

















a bill modifying the existing tariff laws. 1 under- || table, I will enter the motion to recommit all of 
stand the gentleman who then objected is now will- . 
ingto w his objection. As this is a mat- 
.ter of con importance to some of my con- : 
stituents, the unanimous consent of the || Mr. JONES, of New York. Is that motion in 


| 
them. ; 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion will 
House, now, that the substitute may be printed. | order 


be received, if there is no objection. 


? 

Mr. Rircuig, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Prixcie,|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is, if no one 
and 0 : objects. 

Mr. PHI tr. SEWARD. I should like to know what 
order of business. 


. I now call for the regular 
A would be the effect of the motion ? 
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before the blouse. 
Mr. SEWARD. Then I object. 
Mr. RICHARDSON, 
be unable to make an agreement with anybody 
but myself, 1 see no other course than to ask the 


Hoyse to proceed with the business in its regular | as was inserted in the Kansas bill, on my motion, 


| 


i] 


order. 
Cries of ** That’s right.’ ‘* Go on.’’} 

r. RICHIARDSON. I ask, then, for a vote 
upon concurring with the committee in striking 
out the enacting clause of the telegra,-h bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 


give rise to objection, and put them upon their pas- 
€ atonce? 


he SPEAKER pro tempore. 


to adopt that course, but it has been objected to, 
aud cannot be agreed to except by unanimous con- 
sent. The Chair will, however, put the question 
to the House once more, 
the Clerk will read the billa b 
euch as are objected to will 
further action. 

There being no objection, the Clerk proceeded 
to read the titleof the first bill, as follows: 

A bill authorizing the construction of a subter- 
ranean line of telegraph from the Mississippi or 
the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. LETCHER objected; and the bill was 
passed by. 

OTHER TERRITORIAL BILLS. 


their titles, and 


military road in Oregon. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


oa read the third time, and passed. 
r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


are not objected to. 


The SPEAKER pro tem If there be no 


objection, the Clerk will read the bills by their | 
titles, and the vote will be taken upon such as are 


not objected to en masse. 

There being no objection, the Clerk proceeded 
to read the titles of the bills, as follows: 

Joint resolution authorizing the Legislative 
Assembly of Utah to continue their sessions fora 
term not exceeding sixty days, instead of forty 
days, as heretofore provided. (Objected to by 
Mr. Srvaart, of Ohio.} 

The following House bills, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole without amendments, 
were then ordered to 
third time; and being en , they were sever- 
ally read the third time, and passed: 

A bill making appropriations for improving 
certain military roads in the Territory of Minne- 
sola; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the Territory of Oregon; 

A bill making an ay nna for a territorial 
road in the Territory of Kansas; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase sites and contract for the erection of 
arsenals in Texas and New Mexico, and in the 
Territory of Oregon; 

A bill making an appropriation for completing 
the public buildings of Oregon Territory; > 

Senate bill (No. 435) making ap 
for the construction of certain military roads in 
the Territories of Nebraska and Washington, 
reported without amendment, was ordered to a 
third reading; and subsequently read the third 
time, and passed. 

The following bills, reported with amendments, 
were then taken up, the amendments were con- 
curred.in, the bilis were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, they 

_were accordingly read the third time, and severally 


A bill m an tion for eting 
the public af Oregon Territory: and 

chase sites and ~ for th 2 son ol 
for @ erection 
“ferns ae 3 


iations 


~ A bill authori 
senals ew Mexico, and in the 
Territory of Oregon. .. 

The ties of the bills were severally amended, 
80 as to make. them conform to.the amendments 
adopted, 

House bill (No. 591) to provi the erection 
public buildings in the of Nebraska, 


of 


I wish to inquire if | 
we could not take such of these bills as do not | 


The gentleman | 
from Illinois has asked the consent of the House | 


If thereis no objection, | 


laid aside for | 


I move that || 
the vote be taken upon all the bills together that | 





Weil, sir, as | seem to ! 
| 


House bill (No. 543) for the construction of a | 





be engrossed and ‘read a | 


| 





| 


ported. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. To keep the bills 


from the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union with an amendment, was next 
|| taken up, and the amendment was concurred in. 
I move further to amend | 


Mr. LETCHER. 
that bill by adding the same restriction in regard 
to the selection of a site for these public buildings 


while we were in Committee of the Whole. It was 
an unusual provision in the Kansas and Nebraska’ 
bill to allow the Governors of those Territories to 
select the sites, and I want the restriction to apply 
to both of them. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The amendment pro- 
= by the gentleman from Virginia is wrong. 
f these public buildings are to belong to anybody, 
they ought to belong to the Territories, and here- 
after to the States to be formed out of those Ter- 
ritories. After thé contest of last session about 
military men regulating and controling public 
works, the gentleman ought to be the last to pro- 
pose to strike out the Governorsof the Territories 


and place this duty in the hands of- military men. || 


! demand the previous question. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 wish to saya single word 
in reply to the gentleman. I have not moved to 
deprive the Governors of this right at all; so that 
the gentleman was striking in the wrong direc- | 
tion, and in utter ignorance of what he was hitting | 
at. (Laughter. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska. I ask the 
gentleman from Illinois to withdraw the previous 
question for a moment. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will do so. | 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to say a word or 
two in answer to the gentleman from Virginia, in 
relation to the power of the Governors in locating 
the seats of government in these Territories. No | 
such power is given them. ‘They are given the 
right to select the point at which the first Legisla- 
ture shall be convened; but after that, it is left to 
the Legislature to decide at what point the future 
capitol shall be located. I hope the gentleman 
will not attempt to place restrictions upon Kansas 
and Nebraska that have never been placed upon 
any other Territories under the Government of 
the United States. ; 

The question being on the adoption of Mr. | 
Letcuer’s amendment, 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. ker, as I see that 
my amendment cannot pass here, | will withdraw 
it, so as to avoid the probability of the House 
finding itself without a quorum. 

Cries of **Good !” «Phat is right !’’} 
r. MORGAN. I renew it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Renew what? 

Mr. MORGAN. Renew the proposition with- 
drawn by thegentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I do not understand 
what that proposition is, and | wish it to be re- 
I hope, therefore, that the gentleman 
from New York will send his amendment up to 
the Clerk’s desk, so that we may know what it is. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Clerk has the amendment 








| before him. 





| 


ter. 


Mr. LETCHER, (amid roars of laughter.) No, 
he has not; it is an amendment only by a sort of 
understanding between the Clerk and myself. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask the Chair what motion 
have we been acting on here just now? , 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia. [Laughter.] 

Mr..EDGERTON. I rise to_a question of 
order. I do not know that the gentleman has a 

The SPEAKE poy If the gent] 

e . If the gentleman 
from New York sche hike amendment to the Chair 
it will be reported. 

‘Mr. BRIDGES. I ask the gentleman from New 
York to reduce to writing his amendment, propo- 
sition, or whatever it is. 

Mr. MORGAN. It is very extraordinary, sir, 
when we have been just acting upon a proposition, 
that we do not know what it was about. [Laugh- 


‘tne SP KER pro tempore. It is just as ex- 
| Des eonilomen from Nes York to 
a mot not know what it was. 

heme im ghter, and cries of ‘‘ Question!” 
The SPEA . ‘The question is 
on ordering the ‘ill to pateeaane Saad a 
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|| it, if he has the 
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January 31, 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was cae 
ingly read a third time and passed. 
House bill (No. 605) to provide for the erection 
of nO buildings in the Territory of Kansas 
next in order. 


came 
Mr. LETCHER. IfI have the liberty of doing 











| 86, | withdraw the amendment which I offered (5 


this bill. . 

Mr. PHELPS. Or the House can vote i 
down. 

Mr. MORGAN. Have I aright to know what 
that amendment is? 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. Yes, the first 
amendment is as follows; at the end of the eighth 
line add the following: 

‘* Or of any portion of the money heretofore appropriateg 
for that purpose. ”? 

Mr. PHELPS. That amendment is right; let 
it be adopted. 

The SPEAKER, pro tempore. The gentleman 
who offered it in the committee asks to withdraw 
wer. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No; that amendment 
is right; it provides that the Government shall 
* ty the disposal of the money until the site 
is fixed, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then this is hot 
the amendment which the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposed to withdraw? 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir. - 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

At the end of the bill add the following: 


<<‘ Or till the title of the site for said building be secured 
to the United States.”? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the amend- 
ment which the gentleman from Virginia proposes 
to withdraw. : 

Mr. LETCHER. Better let us vote upon it. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
ies tal wen thancged be d 

The bill was then ordered to be en an 
read a third time; and being ns oy te ac. 
accordingly read the third ume, and passed. 


House bill (No. 688) to amend the act ap- 
proved 25th August, 1852, entitled ** An act to 
reduce and define the boundaries of the military 
reserve at Saint Peter’s river, in the Territory of 
Minnesota,’’ and for other purposes. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

The bill was laid aside. 


House bill (No. 544) regulating the location of 
bounty land warrants in Oregon Territory; which 
was reported with an amendment by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

_ The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was coneu in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being sonroeee it was accord- 
ingly read a third time, passed. 

House bill (No. 689) to establish the office of 
— general of Utah, and to grant land to 
actual settlers therein. : 

Mr. DISNEY. The Delegate from Utah desires 
a further opportunity to claim the consideration 
of the House with respect to this bill—a course 
which, I may add, is somewhat in conflict with 
my own views. a have ested to him that the 
better way would be—as it is, in one respect, a 
bill to which nobody has any obje sgve 
as much of the bill as there is no. i a. 

of it 





to have it passed; ‘that is the 








185é 
—— 


of the 
side in| 
Mr 
6 quest 
ology © 
Mr. . 
the Ho 
of the | 
objecte 
dition | 
recomn 
Mr. 
of the 
Lands. 
every \ 
out any 
land. 
respect 
only to 
Mr. 
gentlen 
tion of 
to goit 
roper 
ave in 
as pro 
veyor | 
ernme! 
repeat, 
Utah s 
the cor 
the so! 
ation ¢ 
confor 
him th 
fore, t] 
of the 
carries 
er’s ta 
The 
bills .t 
of whi 
A bi 
1852, « 
bound: 
river, 
other j 
A j 
Assem 
a term 
days, | 
An 


terran 


or Mis 











of the case, though they cultivate their fields, are 

compelled, from considerations of security, to re- 

side in villages. That is all there is in this bill. 
MreMILLSON. I desire to ask the i 


a question. I would call his attention to the phrase- 
ology of the bill. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The t made by 


the House was, that if objection was made toan 
of the bills, that we should go back to the first bill 
objected to. 1 wish to place these bills in a con- 
dition to be acted upon. I move, therefore, to 
recommit them. > 

Mr. MILLSON. I was about to aska question 
of the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands. The second section of the bill gives to 
every white male citizen of the United States, with- 
out any limitation as to age, a quarter section of 
land. I think the qualification made there with 
respect to persons above twenty-one years, applies 
only to unnaturalized applicants for citizenship. 

Mr. DISNEY. I will only say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, with regard to this ques- 
tion of time, that it is not an opportune moment 
to go into questions of grammatical construction— 

roper enough in their way and in their time. I 
tse indicated my desire that so much of the bill 
as provides for the creation of the office of sur- 
veyor general shall be retained, so that the Gov- 
ernment may go on and survey these lands. I 
repeat, that the Delegate from the Territory of 
Utah seems to think that the general settlement of 
the country, by donations to actual cultivators of 
the soil, is more important to them than the crea- 
ation of the office of surveyor-general. I, then, 
conform my acfion to his wishes, in order to give 
him the opportunity he desires; and [ move, there- 
fore, that the bill be recommitted to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, which 
carries the bill over and keeps it upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There are four 
bills to which objection has been made, the titles 
of which are as follows: 4 

A bill to amend the act approved 26th August, 
1852, entitled ** An act to reduce and define the 
boundaries of the military reserve at Saint Peter’s 
river, in the Territory of Minnesota,’’ and for 
other purposes; : Bi 

A joint resolution authorizing the Legislative 
Assembly of Utah to continue their sessions for 
aterm not exceeding oer days, instead of forty 
days, as heretofore provided ; ‘ 

An act authorizing the construction of a sub- 
terranean line of telegraph, from the Mississippi 
or Missouri river, to the Pacific ocean; and 

A bill to establish the office of surveyor general 
of Utah, and to grant land to actual settlers there- 
n 


on. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask if Senate 
bill No. 60, authorizing the construction of a sub- 
terranean line of telegraph from the Missivsippi 
or Missouri river to the Pacific ocean is not the 
first bill in order, it being first objected to? 

4 = SPEAKER pro tempore. It would be first 
in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move, then, to take 
up that bill. : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objec- 
= be the previous question being taken upon 
this bill ? 

Cries of * Yes!” ‘Yes!’ 

r.RICHARDSON. The House do not seem 
to understand that the bill is rted from the 
committee with a recommendation striking out 
the enacting clause. You cannot move to amend 
the bill while that motion is pendmg. If om 
move the previous question upon it, you will be 
brought to a vote upon the bill as it is. If the 
House will agree to non-concur in the action of 
the committee, bring the bill before them, allow 
me to offer a substitute, move the ious ques- 
tion upon it, and e the same course with 
the other bills, I will then agree to an adjou-n- 
ment, which will bring them all up again. — 
. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
State, that the previous question called upon the 
bill, the ing clause of which the Committee 
of acute — = of the — have re 
omm to be stricken out, will operate on 
upon that bill, and when the ion shall have 
been taken upon striking out ie enact clause, 


the question will be e ; but if 
the shall refuse to strike it out, the bill 
will be open to amendment. —— ~ 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the previous 
question upon it. 
Mr. EDDY. I wish to say that I have paired | 
off with the gentleman from California, {Mr. | 
Latuam,] who has been called away to Baltimore 
upon very pressing business, upon all questions | 
affecting this bill, he being in favor of it, and | | 
being against it. 
Mr. LETCHER. It is manifest that there is | 








| no quorum here; and, before the vote is taken, | 


move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 move to recommit all 
the bills still unacted upon to the Committee on 
Territories; and | ask the gentleman to withdraw | 
his motion to adjourn, so the motion I make may 
be entered upon the Journal. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my motion for | 
that purpose. . 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. There being no || 


objection, the order will be made as requested by | 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. LETCHER. | now move that the House | 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro + The Chair will | 
explain. There are three bills which have been | 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and have been objected | 
to when reported by their titles. The gentleman 
from Illinois asks the unanimous consent of the | 
House to enter a motion in the case of each ot 
these three bills, that they be recommitted to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. If there be no objection to that motion, it 
will be entered. The Chair hears no objection, 
and the motion is entered. 

Mr. PRATT. I understand my friend from 
Pennsylvania withdraws his objection to the | 
printing of the bill to which | referred a few min- 
utes since. The objection being withdrawn, I 
ask that the bill may be printed. 

Mr. WHEELER. | renew the objection, and 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PRATT. | ask the gentieman from New 
York to withdraw his objection and his motion. 
I ask it as a personal favor. 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 withdraw it. 

No further objection being mrede, the bill re- | 
ferred to was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROWE, by unanimous consent, presented 
certain resolutions of the Legislature of the State | 
of New York; which were iaid upon the table, 
and-ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion by Mr. WHEELER, at 
four o’clock and twenty-five minutes, the House | 
adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepwespar, January 31, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Hewry Suicer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating an abstract of the militia of the several 
States and Territories, with their arms, accouter- 
ments, and ammunitions; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York, in favor of granting | 
pensions to the surviving soldiers of the Indian | 
wars of 1791, 1792, 1794, and 1795, and to the | 
widows of those deceased; which wes referred to | 
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for consideration the bill which has been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, for the 
relief of Jacob Dodson, a colored man, who is 
now in the employ of the Senate. It is « bill 
| which has been considered by the committee, and 
| I presume there will be no objection to it. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
| read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the 
| proper accounting officers to allow Jacob Dodson, 
| acolored man, (who, on the 7th of July, 1846, at 
the American Forks, in California, volunteered 
as a private for, and during, the war, in Captain 
Richard Owen’s com of the California bat- 





talion, and who was di therefrom on the 
14th of April, 1847, at Los A ») the pay and 
allowances to which he would been entitled 


| under the existing laws, if he had been legally 
enlisted in, and honorably discharged from, the 
| service of the United States, deducting there- 
_ from the sum of $281 — to him by Colonel J. C. 

Frémont, as a member of the exploring expe- 


|| dition within the period named. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I ask that the bill of the 
House of Representatives, ‘*to provide for the 
ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of Amer- 
-_ —— for liations ee by the 

| French, prior. to the 3ist day of July, 1801,’ 

| may now be taken up and read a csouad vine: I 

| do not propose that the Senate shall take any fur- 
ther action on it to-day, than have it read a second 
time. It is not intended by its friends to refer it 
to any committee; but I give notice that I shall on 
to-morrow call it up for consideration and action. 

Mr. DAWSON, I hope we may be allowed 

| the meee hour, without interference, to get 
| through with reports from the stendi 
tees. I shall oppose any departure from that 
usual order of business. 
Mr. CLAYTON. The Senator opposes the 
| second reading of this bill, which is a mere matter 
of form, in order to enable us to get at it to-mor- 
row; thatis all. Now if the gent n will pro- 





|| claim his hostility to the measure at once, we 


shall understand him. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iam very much astonished 
at the course of my friend from Delaware. { have 
heretofore voted for this bill, and | shall do so 
again; but | cannot see why the morning hour 
should be taken for this purpose. Why should 
we not be allowed the morning hour in which to 
present reports from our committees? I had no 
idea that my friend would get in such a state of 
excitement; but if the Senate are ready to agree 
to his capsceion. I withdraw all opposition to it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 1 than the gentleman for 
that. -I hope he will cool off himself, and here- 
after not fire until he gets near enough. Now he 
has gone off without cause. If he had waited, 
the bill might have been read a second time, and 
dis of for to-day. 

he motion was agreed to;-and the bill was 
read a second time. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I move that its further con- 
sideration be postponed until to-morrow, and I give 
notice that [ shall then call it up for the action of 
the Senate. . 

‘The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 


the Committee on Pensions. wooo Claims, to whom was referred the bill of 


Also, the petition of Christian F’. Funch and | 
Andrew J. Meincke, citizens of the United States, | 

raying that a register may be issued for the ship | 

ina, ly of Russia, which was sold for 
debt by the United States marshal, and purchased 
and repaired by the petitioners ir the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 


Commerce. 

Mr. DOUGLAS poset - petition Si Lorin 
Blodget, ing an i earing an just- 
ment of eo Sains canna the Smithsonian insti: 
tution, for services rendered and expenses incurred; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 

JACOB DODSON. 
Mr. WELLER. I ask the Senate to take up 


~ 


the use of Representatives for the relief of 
| Thomas Underhill, executor of Thomas Under- 
| hill, deceased, reported it back with amendments. 
He also submitted a report on the bill; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same- committee, to whom 
was referred the bill frm the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of the legal r tatives 
of Everard Meade, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of the legal representatives 


of Henry Hoffman, submitted an adverse report © 


thereon; which was ordered to be printed. _ 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of William 


commit- - 
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Goff, praying to be allowed a 
of services in the war of the 





olution, submit- | 


ted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered | ing votes of the two Houses on the bill of the | 


to be printed.» 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | The report is, that the Senate recede from their | 


was referred the petition of the heirs and legal 
ee of Captain Thomas Dinsmore, a | 
soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be allowed 
arrears of pension alleged to be due him at the 
time of his death, submitted an adverse report | 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Oscar F. Johnson, a passed midshipman in the | 
United Staies Navy, praying to be allowed the 
difference of compensation between a midshipman 
and that of a passed midshipman, from the date | 
of his promotion to the date of his warrant, sub- | 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his | 
relief; which was read and to a second | 





reading. The report was ordered to be printed. || 
He also, from the same committee, to whom || 


was referred the petition of Thomas Tuansill, for | 
bounty, additional pay, and allowances provided | 


by the acts of March 2, 1833, and 1837, in rela- | 


tion to the marine corps, and pay and allowances | 
of musician in said corps, from 17th of January, | 


1837, submitted an adverse report thereon, on | 


the ground that he entered the public serviee as | 
an indentured apprentice, and not by enlistment, | 
and that on the discharge of the petitioner in | 
1839, he acknowledged to have received all his 
pay, clothing, and emoluments, of every descrip- 
tion whatever. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT BOSTON. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to consider the expediency of authorizing the construction 
of a new building for the marine hospital, in the neighbor- | 
hood of Boston, in order to furnish fit accommodations to 
its increasing number of patients. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to | 
nsk leave to introduce a bill to provide for the | 
accommodation of the courts of the United States, | 
for the district of Maryland, and the post office, | 
jn the city of Baltimore. 


HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
REFERRED. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives authorizing the President to give the 
requisite notice for terminating our reciprocity 
treaties of commerce and navigation in certain 
cases, was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

The bill to change the names of the American- 
built vessele J. H. Holmes and Franklin Pierce, | 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The bill for the erection of a military post on or 
near the Pembina river, in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, and for other paren was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Mili Affairs. ; 

The bill to enable the people of Oregon Terri- 
tory to form a constitution and State government, 
and for the admission of such State into the Union, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
nifittee on Territories. 

The joint resolution making an appropriation 
for the purchase of territorial libraries, was read 
a first and second time by its fitle, and referred to 
_ the Committee on Territories. 

The joint resolution to disapprove and disaffirm 
an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, entitled **An act to incorporate 
the Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Com- 
pany,” was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

‘The joint resolution disapproving of the act of 
the Legislative’ Assembly of the Territory of 
Minnesota, entitled **An act to incorporate the 
Transit Railroad ,”? was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittve on Territories. 


THOMAS MARSTON TAYLOR. 


The PRESIDENT. A__ message has been 
received from the House of Representatives, an- 
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| of the committee of conference, on the di ee- 
| Senate for the relief of Thomas Marston Taylor. 


| disagreement to the amendment of the House. 
r. BADGER, The report of this committee 


|| of conference was made something like a week 


| ago, but the papers being in the possession of the 
ouse, it could not be acted upon by the Senate 
at the time. We are now informed, however, by 


of the committee. I move a similar concurrence 
on the part of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


VINDICATION OF HON. J. A. BAYARD, DEC’D. 
Mr. BAYARD made some remarks on certain 


which there are reflections on the Hon. James A. 





for the part he took in the contest for the Presi- 
dency between Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Burr. Mr. 
Pearce, Mr. Cass, Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Mason 
also spoke on the same subject, of which a full 
report will be found in the Appendix. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed the bill of the 
Senate to incorporate St. Joseph’s Male Orphan 
Asylum in the District of Columbia. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

Whole, the consideration of the bill from the 


|| House of Representatives, making appropriations 


for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1856, the pending question being 
on the amendment of Mr. Sureps to the amend- 
| ment of Mr. Hunter, (which is to provide for 
two additional regiments of regular cavalry and 
five hundred rangers,) to substitute for that pro- 
vision two regiments of infantry and two of 
cavalry. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I am im- 
pressed with the belief that any effort of mine, on 
the present occasion, will be unavailing for the 
accomplishment of the object which I have in 
view; but, nevertheless, I regard it as an impera- 
tive duty todo everything in my power tg pre- 
vent the adoption of a course of policy which | 
| consider detrimental to the peace and security of 





our frontier settlements. 

I admit, sir, that the measure proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Sure.ps,]| as chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, is presented 
to the Senate in an imposing manner. It seems 
to be indorsed by the Secretary of War and the 
President of the United States; but, though I en- 
tertain full respect for the opinions of those dis- 
tinguished gentlemen, I must be allowed liberty 
to investigate the subject for myself, and to put 
my own construction on the facts which are laid 
before us, It is not sufficient for me thata meas- 
ure comes here indorsed by the recommendation 
of the Executive. If I entertain a different view 
from the Executive on any point, I must act, as a 
Senator, on my own judgment, and not in subser- 
viency to the views of others. Are we to acquiesce 
in the proposition now presented to us, because 
‘the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] and 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] tell us 
it is indorsed by the Executive Departments, and 
has received their approbation? Are we to be- 
come the mere recording instruments of the opin- 
ions of the Executive, without the privilege of 
investigating subjects, and acting on them inde- 
pendent of those jnfluences which may be brought 
to bear onus? Formy own part,Mr. President, 
{ ghall, when placed here for the purpose of de- 
liberation and action, always exercise my own 
opinions, however much I may defer to the rec- 

ions and opinions of others, as I am 
responsible, not only to my constituents, but to 


nation. 
I must confess, Mr. President, that I cannot 
regard the necessity as urgent as it seems to be 
esteemed by other gentlemen, and by those who 


have 2 it. It seems to bea measure of 
war, retaliation for wrongs done; it is a meas- 
ure which, we are told, is necessary to save our 

iers from aggression, and to protect them 
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the House, that they have concurred in the report || 
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passages in the works of Mr. Jefferson, now | 
being published -by authority of Congress, in | 


Bayard, deceased, father of the present Senator, | 
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ion on account || nouncing that they have concurred in the report | against violence and warfare. I cannot arriy, 


|| at that conclusion. However misguided I mq 
be, * however =~ oa noes. [ cannot : 
the slightest indications of a disposition, on’ 
part of the Indians, to hostilities agolaet an 
| country, or to endanger the lives of our citizens 
if a correct policy were pursued. Sir, we mug, 
go to the origin of this matter, to see how fa 
causes have influenced the present condition of 
things. We shall then be in a situation to apply 
the necessary remedies, and to secute our frontiers 
against aggression. In the first place, we are ip. 
formed by the Secretary of War that— 
*“ During the past year the Sioux had committed Many 
depredations upon the property of the eo Passing 
Fort Laramie on their route to Oregon and Utah. On the 
19th of August, Lieutenant Grattan, of the 6th infantry, 
was sent, by the commander of the post, with thirty-five 
men to arrest an offender. This entire force was massacre; 
by the Indians, with the exception of one man who es. 
caped severely wounded, and subsequently died. The 
circumstancesof this affair were at first involved in obsey. 
rity ; but authentic details have since proved that the mas. 
sacre was the result of a deliberately formed plan, prompted 
by a knowledge of the weakness of the garrison at Por 
Laramie, and by the temptation to plunder a large quantity 
of public and private stores accumulated at or near tha: 
post. The number of the Indians engaged in the affair 
was between fifteen hundred and two thousand men.” 
It is very sirange that numerous outrages have 
-been committed, as we are told by the Secretar 
of War. Sir, what are the facts? Not a single 
outrage was committed upon the frontier in the 
vicinity of Fort Laramie but this; and how was jt 
produced? Was it produced by the Indians? We 
are told by the Secretary, too, forsooth, that an 
ambuscade was laid for the purpose of decoying 
this lieutenant, and massacreing him and his party. 
Strange it was, indeed, that he should not have 
discovered that ambuscade, when he, for the dis. 
tance of a mile or more, had marched through the 
| Indians, with two pieces of artillery, to arrest an 
| Indian, without requiring the chiefs, or waiting 
1 for them, to surrender the offender. But what was 
the offense? The killing of acrippled eow. That 

| embraces the repeated outrages upon the people in 
the vicinity of Fort Laramie, and on the route to 
Oregon and to California! 

Let us look into the facts. We are told bya 
most intelligent goeeen, General Whitfield, 
an Indian agent, that these Indians had committed 

|| no depredations until they were fired upon, and 

one of their chiefs wounded. That took place 
before they attempted to retaliate; and even then, 
in the first instance, they abstained from anything 
like retaliation, through the influence of their chiefs, 
until the at was fired upon them. Did that 
look like an ambuscade, which was laid, or a de- 
liberate design to massacre the party? Sir, these 
are facts. They are not deductions. “They are 
verified by as gallant a man as ever was in a camp 
of the United States—a man of intelligence, and 
of character. What was the condition of the In- 
dians there? Why, sir, they had been promised 
annuities. They were aware that the goods hal 
arrived there. They had been there for near 
three weeks, The Indians had patiently waited. 
Their provisious were scarce. The agent was 
expected to return daily, and did soon return and 
possess himself of all the facts. The individual 
who was relied on by the War Department, made 
an authentic statement to the agent, which was 
vee by ne -- than seven witnesses — «a 
on the ground, that the aggression was e by 
the lieutenant, and at the instigation of a drunken 
interpreter, from whom the lieutenant had taken 
a bottle of whisky, and had thrown it down and 
broken it. Who can that. such a medium 
ase to communicate to the Indians was 
caleu either to inspire respect or confidence, 
or that he was a very suitable medium through 
which to present gars matters, and make 

| mation for a cow 








Sir, that cow is to become the wonderful prodigy 
and she isto enliat the symps- 
thies of the whole country for the lieutenant and 

company, Ww vi to indiscretion 
rashness. Doubiless, by the language of 
this drunken interpreter, he acted with the indis- 
cretion that wot ize but not the 
oie eee a ote he tee cigs 
to ! v a’ ex ° 
attached to which will be $5,000,000." ft willbe 
an expensive cow; and after you have carried 0" 
the war as long as the. war continued in Florida, 
and it has cost you another | five millions, 
you will end it in the same way, by peace. 
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they have boundless deserts, and mountains, and 
fasinesses, and plains in which to find security, 
and when thosein Florida, who were hemmed in in 
an isthmus or a cape, could not be reduced by the 
Army of the United States, and the militia of the 
South, how are you gomg to take troops thou- 
sands of miles to subdue these Indians in the illim- 
itable West? It is impossible that it can be done, 
Mr. President. Then you will have to purchase 
peace; and, beside all that, for'ten years to come, 

ou will have to increase your officers, your clerks 
in your encoun to pay for the lost horses, 
and the incidental losses and injuries done. 

But, we are told by the honorable Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. Frrzparricx] that there is great 
danger from the Indians, in large bodies of two 
thousand five hundred, sweeping down the Mis- 
souri river and the Mississippi, and that carnage, 
massacre, and slaughter, will be the consequence 
of it. Much respect as I have for the honorable 
Senator—and I assure you it is of the most sincere 
character—I cannot agree with him on these 
Indian subjects, though he has lived in a State 
contiguous to the Indians, but of a character very 
different from those of the plains. The Indians 
of the plains are sui generis when compared with 
others. They are not like thé Indians located in 
the towns or wigwams of the South; they have no 
marks of civilization in their habits. he want 
of contact with the whites has deprived them of 
athousand advantages which the Indians of the 
South possessed from the earliest recollection of 
the Senator. : 

But, sir, how would a force of Indians embody 
themselves on the frontiers and remain for twenty 
days embodied? It cannot be done. My honor- 
able colleague [Mr. Rusk] well knows that they 
cannot do it, unless they have the appliances and 
comforts of the white man; unless they have stock 
from which they can prepare provisions for the 
occasion, and produce grain. It is impossible, 
sir, and it is now their daily employment, with the 
exception of a few outlaws or war parties that 
occasionally go out to engage in hunting, to sup- 
port their women and children, and to keep them 
from starvation. Yes, sir, it is impossible that 
they can embody themselves, and remain fourteen 
days embodied, in an attitude menacing to the 
security of our frontier settlements. . 

| apprehend no danger. We find, from every 
circumstance, that the Indians there are perfectly 
disposed to peace and conciliation. There is no 
disposition to go to war, except on the part of 
some outlaws in each tribe, who may go on pred- 
atory excursions, regardless of the authority of 
their chiefs; but the chiefs have influence enough, 
for they are despotic, their power is absolute, and 
if you will give them time they will control the 
tribe, and those fellows will be surrendered, and 
make an atonement for their crimes. They will 
be surrendered, for, after the killing—I will not 
call it massacre—or after the repelling of the at- 
tack made by Lieutenant Grattan and his party, 
which terminated so disastrously to them, amount- 
ing almost to their entire extermination, the In- 
dians, aware of the impropriety of the conse- 
quences, and of the difficulty of having the facts 
presented to this Government, and apprehending 
the involvement of their wives and children in 
difficulties, and that they should be harassed and 
reduced to starvation to an extent greater than 
they had yet experienced, came forward with 
propositions’ to make reparation for the injury 
done, and to surrender the offenders. But. the 
officer did not receive them. No, sir, he drove 
them off; ‘* Away, sir, I want nothing to do with 
you.” If you wish to have 4 force, under such 
circumstances, exercising no more discretion or 
precaution than is here evinced, sufficient to 
tect our frontier, you will have to maintain three 
hundred » instead of three thousand. 
Why could he not have said to the Indians: 
“ Bring in the chiefs, I will await the decision,”’ or, 
“The agent will be here, or is here; talk to him;’’ 
but no, sir, the officers were willing s take the 
responsibility without referring it to the agent. 

And here we find a di 


cy between the 
report of the head of the I reau and the 
5 of War. We find that the Indian agent, 


in detailing the facts, gives them as they are, 
fectly authenticated a5 the best evince: iad ee 
find the officers giving a dt glossary. These 
statements have to be reconciled. If 1 wished in- 
formation in relation to the Army purely, [ would, 
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with great pleasure and respect, go to the Secre- 
tary of War, for I know his invelligemee would 
respond to any inquiry that is proper to hisduty; 
but if I want information in relation to the Indians, 
I go to the head of the Indian bureau, where | 
expect to find an able, intelligent, and attentive 
gentleman. In the present instance, | am happy 
tosay that [ fully appreciate his conduct. I respect 
his capacity and his consistency in the discharge 
of the duties assi to him. 

- Sir, do we find in the report of the Secretary of 
War as complete information in relation to Indian 
matters as we receive from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs? I think not. In relation to the 
recent ou! against the Delaware Indians, in 
the usurpation of their territory in disregard of 
every pledge made by this Government, we find 
that the Secretary of War has not reported the 
delinquency, or the criminality, of the officers 
engaged, but it comies in an authentic shape from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. What should 
be done in relation to this matter, itis not neces- 
sary that I should say. I gave my opinion the 
other day in relation to what ought to be done. 

' Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator al- 
ludes to the delinquency of some officers of the 
Army. Now, when charges are made against 
certain officers, I want to sret at their names, “Let 
them be punished if they jaave committed a fault. 
I do not like to hear a general accusation without 
specifying the names of the individuals. Will the 
honorable Senator mention them ? : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I assure the Senator that | 
do not exactly recollect; but I am perfectly will- 
ing to go as far as the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs. Doubtless they are matters of delicacy; and 
as an investigation may be pending—a court of 
inguity. or a court-martial—in relation to the offi- 
cers, he may not think proper to- exhibit their 
names to the public. Buthe says that two officers 
of the Army were engaged in it; and [ go as far 
as I am justified, in giving a statement which is 
authentic, I have no doubt—I am afraid it is; | 
wish I had a doubt. Our functionaries there, 
whether civil or military, are bound to protect the 
Indians equally with the whites. I want to see the 
officers impressed fully with the importance of 
their responsibilities. 1 wantto see them as ready 
to maintain thedignity and character of the United 
States, and preserve, unsullied, its integrity, as | 
do, its arms and itschivalry. {tis as much their 
duty to do so; and there is a chivalry always in 

rotecting the weak against the strong, the defense- 
ess against theaggressor. If the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs is pre- 
-pared to say that no officer of the Army has been 
concerned in this nefarious transaction, | am per- 
fectly willing to waiveit. If I have done injustice, 
show it to me, and I will take itback. Butif the 
Senator is not prepared to do it, [ insist upon it, 
as a matter of grave consideration and import to 
the honor of the nation, that it devolves the re- 
sponsibility on the Executive of prompt action. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator will 
see, I think, the propriety of my request. He 
presents a report of the Commissiuner of [ndian 
Affairs, charging two officers of the-Army with 
delinquency. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Criminality. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is still worse; but he | 
does not enlighten the Senate, or the world, as to | 
who the two officers are; and yet he expects that 
we can answer for some two officers somewhere. 
Now, what I ask, in jentice to the Army, in jus- 
tice to the Senate, and in justice to the War De- | 
partment, is, that the honorable Senator specify 
who the men are, and what the criminality is of 
which they have been guilty, and then I will join 
him in punishing them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The report is made by the 

missioner of Indian Affairs, and is predicated 
upon the statement of General Whitfield. The 
gentlemen named are, Major Maclin and Major 
Ogden, of the United States Army. If they are 
innocent of this, 1 most heartily hupe—having 
known one of them, and felt an interest in his 
a tment—they will be enabled to vindicate 
emselves most fully, and to establish the char- 
acter which, I believe, they were entitled to up to 
this time, or until this information came. 

Now, Mr. President, here was a report made 
in relation to the Indians at Fort Laramie. We 
are told that, for three years, these recommenda- 


tions for an increase of the Army have been || fidently in our dwellings, would 


| before the Senate; and yet, wonderful to tell, all the 
| outrages that have been committed upon the emi- 
| grants to California, and Oregon, was the crippled 
cow transaction. Three years ago there was a 
call for this as loudly as there is now, and yet no 
disastrous consequences have taken place; for, if 
Lieutenant Grattan had never gone there, there 
| would never have been any difficulty; or if, pre- 
vious to that time, the Army had not gone and 
committed dutrages upon the Indians across the 
Missouri river, there would not have been any 
difficulty. j ; 

Here, sir, by way way of digression, I wil 
| state that Lasagne 8, With sixty men, and 
comparatively few presents, aps not amount- 

to more hint $5,000 in value, traveled through 
all the hostile tribes from Fort Laramie, or where 
he first struck the Indian country, to Oregon, and 
| never met with molestation. He conciliated them 
all; and he speaks of their great anxiety to con- 
ciliate the United States, and the great respect and 
hospitality with which he was treated. Some- 
times his men were in numbers of four, or greater 


|| or less, as it happened, and they were always in 


| perfect security, and treated with the utmost hos- 
pitality. “He often ventured himself with three 
or four men into the midet of Indian lodges, and 
received their hospitality; and when he rose from 
a council, in which all his men had been seated 
| on handsome buffalo skins, those skins were 
carried to his tent as an expression of respect and 
hospitality. The Indians could, at any time, have 
annihilated his whole command; but he was a 
| gentleman of discretion, and possessed of as much 
chivalry as any one who wore the uniform of the 
| United States. That shows you that there is no 
actual danger. 
We hear constantly of traders going through 
the country; and when a gentieman here felt some 
little alarm on one occasion, and described his 
situation as most critical, he said that traders had 
| gone out when these occurrences took place at 
Fort Laramie, and he would have sent for them, 
only he was afraid they would all be massacred. 
The Indian traders have gone on. They have 
nothing to defend them. They have no guards, 
no arms; and yet a simple er, with persons 
enough, Indian or white, to pack and convey the 
articles of traffic which he 
ceeds of his trade, can go through the whole In 
country, and not meet with the slightest molesta- 
tion or injury. How does this happen, Mr. Pres- 
ident? Does it happen that the Indians are hos- 
tile, and that they will not attack a weak party; 
| that they want the United States to send armies 
| to hurl defiance at them? Sir, their complaint is, 
| whenever aggression has been said to have been 
| committed by them, or whenever they have retal- 
| iated, that it has been because the white man first 
| blooded the path, and they wished to walk, too, 
in a path of blood. Yes, sir, that is the secret of 
it. hen our traders can go from Fort Laramie, 
or from the frontier of Missouri, lowa, Wiscon- 
| sin, and Minnesota, to the Pacific ocean, with 
| perfect impunity, and return laden with stores 
| from the desert or the wilderness, obtained in traffic 
with the Indians, | say when our troops are in- 
jured, there is a fault somewhere, and that fault is 
in not cultivating kind relations with the Indians, 
and treating them with justice and humanity. It 
| is the interest of the traders to conciliate them, 
and we never hear of their being robbed. We are 
told that the Indians exact black mail from our 
emigrants to California. Yes, sir, they do; because 
persons who have preceded them have provoked 
and irritated the Indians, I grant you that no 
| caravan ought to go without some military pro- 
| tection. The male portion of the party well armed, 
| with a small military force, can always defend 











themselves against as many Indians as can remain 
em bydied in any country where the buffalo is not 
abundant. I am fog giving ample protection, 
whatever it may be, to the emigrant trains; but 
they should go in such detachments or caravana 
as will render it convenient to afford them subsist- 
ence, for | would not that one scalp should be 


[ cain exemplify, to some extent, an impression 
that I have when I contrast war measures with 
peace measures. 1 well recollect in 1835, 1836, 
1837 and 1838, in Texas, we hai peace. The 
Camanches would come down to the very sea- 
board in amity and friendship, would repose con- 
receive some 
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trifing presents, and would return home exulting, That was in 1840; and it was not until the year 
caved indigunine’ TERUMP-ais uses neh, thr || irosghthe measign t saw pion AE. omens te 
ceived i , receive ‘ rough the am 0 , the 
were sure to revisit that section of the omgney wampum, and the evidences of friendship, Then, 
aa soon as they went home, and fall upon the | what I related the other day occurred, and kind 
innocent. They were sure to do it; while other || relations were again brought about, which sub- 
rivere and waier courses remained in secu- | sisted until 1849. For the last year there has not || thi 
rity, and the Indians never depredated. I recol- || been the life of a citizen lost on our borders that 
lect one instance that with the people of be attributed to the Indians. One old man |). 
Colorado, ‘The Indians invested it much, and || and three children were found near Medina, and 
made fi incursions. The Brazos was per- || another man was found, not scalped, and we 
fectly eectire. The commiseary of that colony, || know not by whose hands hecame to his death— 
heid under Mexico, treated the Indians kindly. || whether he was killed by Indians or Mexicans, 
He hed been reared on the frontiers of Tennessee, || They have detected companies of felons there, 
when that was a wilderness. His forefathers || white and black, associated with Mexicans, steal- 
were among the first setilers of the Territory of || ing horses, and running them through the wilder- || have. 
Tennessee. He conciliated the Indians by proper || ness to Red river. The garrison, they knew, || ployed, 
treatment. The people of Colorado, some sixty || was there, and they can dodge them, and go 
miles of, went over and seized some friendly In- || within one mile, or twenty, or thirty, just as they 
dians in a —— on the Brazos, which gave pro- || please. They are perfeily harmless. © : 
tection to the frontier for women and children. | They have killed ten soldiers—and why? Be- 
They knew it was destruction to them, for they || cause the soldiers insulted them. Whenever they 
made an inroad into that portion of the territory. || get the chance, they treat them like dogs. What 
Boe incon tS ee dilemma with the || did Nella taiey uae ca : paces sp ad all its benelits. 
people o 0, a company went over, seized ment wi rincipal officer, for the Indians, to Says, that those who ¢ 
the women and children there, tied them to trees, || enable them ia patina that they should have a |} a feel for home. I say 
and held a council as to the course ought to || certain amount of powder and lead; that the set- || s . ad 
be taken, whether they ought to be or not, || tle@should be permitted to sellit. The command- 
Some of them, the most chivalrous or clever, re- || ing officer was absent. 1 oS young lieu- 
tarned. Ochers went back, and murdered them || tenant, or the junior—I hope the Senator will not 
ell butone. Then war came upon Brazos also. || ask for the name, for, indeed, | have forgotten it 
It was a signa! for the people of Brazos to r, || was in command. The Indians came in, and 
and they bad to make common cause wi asked the settler for powder. He said, ‘‘ No; 
people of Colorado in resisting the [1 there is no powder; you cannot get one grain of 
you see what mischievous men will 
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t ‘ powder or lead.”” ‘*‘ Why,” say they, ‘our the 

- satisfied with the reward of their own deeds, or || women and children are crying now for bread, an- 
the consequences resulting from them, they will || and we want togo out and kill game to satisfy our 

go and provoke wrong upon others. There are || women and children; we want the powder.” ; 


some people who-only live in 
and agitation. ree 

For the years I have mentioned, in Texas, we 
had perfect peace; and i 
the Government a year. | party.”’ | 
standing army. new Administration came in, || ‘* Well,” says ° » “you ma y" 
and the Legislature immediately appropriated || “ But,” they, ‘if war comes on. The ‘0 
$2,000,000 for the creation of two regular regi- || reply is, “ War is my trade; bring it on as soon 
ments, Those regiments were raised. What was || as please.” sapsiahgitued see bres 
Sa eames ea ico 
m , He 
Sued Ud ofthe indians, He | 


ief, turmoil, || ** No, cannot wder,”’ says he. “If 
Sails you adores off, we wilt hake to go ead join the 
ches. We have always been |} \ 


— announced the extermination 
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